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Abstract of the Proceedings of a Con- 
vention of the Diocese of Virginia, 
held in Richmond, on Thursday, May 
19th, Friday, May 20th, and Satur- 
day, May 21st, 1825. 


Tue convention was composed of 
the Right Rev. Bishop Moore, twenty- 
three clergy, and twenty-six lay dele- 
gates, representing twenty-three pa- 
rishes; and was opened with divine 
service by the bishop, and a sermon 
by the Rev. Oliver Norris, rector of 
Christ church, Alexandria. 

The Right Rev. Bishop Moore deli- 
vered to the convention the following 


PasToraAL ADDRESS. 


Once more, my beloved brethren, 
hath the Almighty, in his providence, 
permitted us to assemble in convention, 
to come up to the house of God in com- 
pany, and to take sweet counsel toge- 
ther. Twelve months have elapsed since 
our last annual meeting, duzing which 
time we have been preserved in safety, 
and not one has been taken from our 
ranks. ‘ Bless the Lord, O our souls, 
and forget not all his benefits.” 

With the calls which have been made 
upon me from various parts of the dio- 
cese the last year, it has been impossible 
for me to comply, owing to the want of 
an assistant to fill my place in this city. 
As far, however, as the duty I owe my 
own congregation, and the indisposition 
under which I have laboured, would ad- 
mit of my absence from home, I have 
yielded to the solicitations of the peo- 
ple, and have visited the country pa- 
rishes. - 

On my way home from the conven- 
tion in Staunton last May, I stopped in 
the county of Cumberland, and preach- 
ed to an attentive auditory, at the house 
of Mr. William Cock. That venerable 
man, and a considerable number of his 
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neighbours, still retain their attachment 
to the church of their fathers; and I 
have no doubt that a spirited and well 
qualified missionary would soon revive 
its interests in that district, and repair 
the desolations of our Zion in that part 
of the diocese. 

In the month of June, I visited the 
county of Gloucester, and officiated on 
the Sabbath to a large congregation in 
Ware church; and on the day follow- 
ing, Lrode to Abington church, but ow- 
ing to a heavy rain, I preached to a 
small auditory. Few are the parishes 
which hold out stronger inducements 
for the location of a clergyman than 
Gloucester. The people, notwithstand- 
ing their long privation of the services 
of the church, continue their attach- 
ment to our communion. Within a few 
years they have repaired one of their 
houses of worship, and wouid furnish a 
clergyman of piety and talents with a 
comfortable support. The society is 
excellent, and I am confident that I do 
them no more than justice to say, that 
a clergyman might calculate with cer- 
tainty upon a happy settlement in the 
bosom of that affectionate and hospit- 
able people. 

In the month of July, I went to Wil- 
liamsburg, at which place I preached 
to a large congregation, and also admi- 
nistered the Lord’s supper. The first 
of August, I visited the town of Peters-_ 
burg in company with Dr. Wilmer, at 
which place I administered the Lord’s 
supper; admitted to the holy order of 
deacons, the Rev. John Cook and the 
Rev. Lucius Carter, 1 preached in 
the evening, and then bade them fare- 
well. 

In September, I visited the churches 
in Alexandria, and preached to both 
congregations. In November, I went . 
to Hanover, preached in Allen’s Creek 
church, and also at the mansion of the 
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tate Colonel Sims. The Rev. Mr. Cook 
is settled in Hanover: he is doing much 
good, and is very much beloved by the 
people of his charge. 

The latter end of November, [ again 
went into the lower country ; preached 
and administered the Lord’s supper on 
the morning of the Sabbath, in the 
ehurch in Williamsburg; and in the 
evening, lectured at the house of Judge 
Semple, and confirmed his daughter. 

The Monday following, I rode to 
York-Town, preached in the morning 
at the court-house, and in the afternoon 
at the house of Mr. Nelson, to attentive 
congregations. 

Last month, I visited the county of 


Amelia, and preached at the house of 


Mr Meade. In that county, there ex- 
ist all the materials necessary for the 
formation of a respectable congrega- 
tion; and F give it as my decided opi- 
nion, that a faithful, prudert, and in- 
telligent clergyman would be well re- 
ceived by the people, and meet with 
abundant saccess in his ministry. 

To remedy some difficulties; brethren, 
which have presented themselves to 
view, I conceive it a duty incumbent 
on me at this time to offer a few obser- 
vations on the subject of an obedience 
to the rubrics of the church ; and as the 
clergy cannot charge me with unkind- 
ness in my intercourse with them, I 
trust my remarks will be received with 
the same spirit of conciliation with 
which they will be offered; and not 
charged to a spirit of improper domi- 
nation. 

The church of which we are nrem- 
bers, has always felicitated herself upon 
the possession of a liturgy, combining 
with the soundest sense, the purest and 
most sublimated devotion: a liturgy 
which has commanded the respect and 
admiration of some of the greatest and 
most enlightened men who have lived 
since the reformation. ‘To enable the 
clergy to conduct the devotions ef the 
people in perfect uniformity, rubrics 
have been attached to all the offices of 
religion; a cumpliance with which is 
required of every minister prior to his 
ordination. 

Although the services of the church 
have been thus guarded, still it has 
sometimes happened, that a departure 


from the liturgy has taken place: and 
the beauty of our incomparable form 
of worship been, in some measure, de- 
stroyed. 

When an individual, instructed in 
the peculiarities of our services, is en- 
gaged in the duties of the sanctuary, he 
ean follow, with indescribable plea- 
sure, the officiating clergyman in the 
regular exercise of his office ; he is al- 
ways prepared to unite in the prayers, 
and te worship the Lord in the beauty 
of holiness, without the least distraction 
of mind. But when it so happens that 
the clergyman is inattentive to the ru- 
brics, the devotional exercises of the 
worshipper are obsiructed; his mind, 
instead of being preserved calm and 
serene, becomes perplexed, and his re- 
ligious feelings changed into those of 
disappointment, if not displeasure. I 
indulge the hope, brethren, that in those 
instances in which the aberrations al- 
luded to have been practised, they have 
arisen more from inconsideration than 
design ; and that it is only necessary to 
mention the evil, to have it remedied. 

Another subject to which I must call 
your attention, is the fund for the sup- 
port of the Episcopate in the diocese of 
Virginia. I do this with less reluctance 
than I otherwise should, in consequence 
of my age, and the impossibility of reap- 
ing from it any personal advantages 
whatever. 

The bishop of the diocese has duties 
to perform, which render it improper 
that he should be confined to the su- 
perintendence of a particular parish. 
All the congregations in the state form 
the objects of his pastoral charge, and 
are equally entitled to his superintend- 
ing care. Was the bishop at perfect 
liberty, he could visit, at pleasure, the 
destitute parts of his diocese—convince 
the people of the interest he takes in 
their concerns—keep alive their attach- 
ment to the church, and prevent them 
from a departure from the fold. When 
confined to the charge of a single con- 
gregation, the entreaties of those who 
are destitute of ministerial aid cannot 
be complied with. His children ask for 
the bread of life at his hands, and he is 
obliged to withhold the aid for which 
they implore : they plead their relation 
to him, as to their spiritual Father, and 
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they plead in vain—they demand his 
fostering caye in accents which touch 
his heart, but their demands, however 
reasonable and just, it is beyond his 
power te satisfy. 

Such, brethren, has been my situa- 
tion since my residence in Virginia, and 


such must be the situation of my suc- “help. 


cessor, unless some provision should 
be made to meet the evil. A clergy- 
man of suitable talents, who would tra- 
vel through the diocese, and who might 
be employed as a missionary at the 
same time, could, I am well convinced, 
m the space of two years, complete the 
plan you have already commenced, and 
enable your diocesan to perform the 
duties ‘belonging to his office. What 
person who considers himself a mem- 
ber of the church, would refuse a few 
dollars fer the completion of such an 
object ? What Virginian, who recollects 
the attacliment of his departed parents 
to the church, and who remembers the 
period when he was led by them to 
worship in our courts, would shut his 
ears to our petitions, or send us empty 
away from his doors >—My brethren, I 
have travelled too much through this 
diocese to consider such an event pos- 
sible. I know the Virginia character 
too well, to believe that the old church, 
dilapidated as she is in many places, 
would ask for bread and receive a stone. 
No, my brethren, it is impossible: the 
remains of their parents lie interred, in 
many instances, within the walls, or 
around the walls, of our ruined temples, 
and those revered relics would make 
such an appeal to their hearts, as they 
would not be willing to resist. Make 
then, I beseech you, one vigorous and 
united effort in the: case submitted to 
you—enter upon the concern with one 
heart and one mind, and the Lord will 
in mercy bless your efforts. 

At the last convention, an arrange- 
ment was made for the procuring an 
assistant in this parish, in order to en- 
able me to attend to the duties of the 
diocese. The assistant contemplated 
has been called, and is now a member 
of this convention. I have promised 
to pay him $500 annually out of my 
salary, and the last convention pledged 
themselves for a similar sum. I men- 
tion these circumstances, in order that 
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the parishes may take such measures te 
raise their proportion of the salary as 
they consider expedient in the case. 
May God, in tender mercy, my be- 
leved brethren, preside in the council 
of his church, direct us in all our do- 
ings, and further us with his continual 
Ricuarp C. Moore. 


The standing committee of the dio- 
cese reported, that they had caused the 
canons of the church relative to candi- 
dates for holy orders, to be printed in 
the form of a letter, agreeably to the 
resolution of the last convention, which 
tlley have now ready for distribution. 

The sum of $488 37 was received 
by the secretary, in contributions from 
sundry parishes. 

From a report.on the subject, it ap- 
pears that the fund for the relief of wi- 
dows and orphans of deceased clergy- 
men amounts to $5,494 2; and that 
its increase, during the past year, was 
$555 76. 


The following preamble and resolu- 
tions were adopted :— 

Whereas the bishop, in his pastoral 
address, has affectionately urged upon 
his clergy the observance of the rubrics 
of the church, as directed by the ca- 
nons ; and has also impressed upon the 
convention, the necessity of making 
some arrangement for raising a part of 
the salary for the support of his assist- 
ant in the Monumental Church, in con- 
formity to the resolution adupted by 
the last convention: 

Resolved, That the convention hearti- 
ly conears with the bishop in recom- 
mending to the ministers a punctual ob- 
servance of the same, warning them of 
the cenger of yielding to prejudices 
supposed to exist against the liturgy, 
either in the breasts of the irreligious, 
or of those who may be present at our 
churches, who are accustomed to other 
services; and particularly would they 
urge it upon the ministers an# parents 
to train up the younger members in the 
chureh in the use of the Prayer Book, 
as the best means of ensuring a regular 
and edifying use of the liturgy; and 
would also recommend it to the minis- 
ters, occasionally to expatiate on the 
excellencies and advantages of our in- 
comparable service. At the same time, 
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the convention feels bound in duty to 
the church of Virginia to state, that but 
few instances of departure have occur- 
red; and also, that there is a growing 
attachment to the services of the church 
throughout the diocese. 

Resolved, That the bishop do address 
a circular Jetter to the members and ves- 
tries of the different parishes of the dio- 
cese, upon the subject of raising a salary 
for the support of the assistant to the bi- 
shop. The ministers are hereby required 
to lay the same before their respective 
vestries, and to read the same from the 
pulpit to their respective congregations. 


The Rev. Mr. Meade presented the 
following letter, addressed to this con- 
vention, from the Colonization Society : 


OFFICE OF THE COLONIZATION SOCIETY, 

Washington, 12th May, 1825. 

To the Convention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in the State of Virginia. 

The managers of the Colonization 
Society respectfully solicit the attention 
of the Episcopal convention to the great 
objects of their institution. Their suc- 
cess has already exceeded their expec- 
tations. The colony at Liberia is in a 
prosperous and improving state: the 
interest in its favour is more deep and 
extensive than ever before, and a thou- 
sand urgent motives are addressed to 
every virtuous mind, especially to Chris- 
tian ministers, to prevent their neglect 
of this encouraging crisis, and to excite 
torenewed exertions in this sacred cause 
of justice and religion. 

It is through the clergy that the board 
believe they may act most successfully 
on the public mind. ' Much, therefore, 
do they desire the sanction of the seve- 
ral ecclesiastical bodies in the United 
States to their plans and proceedings. 

They beg leave, therefore, to suggest 
to this convention a measure which they 
intend to propose to the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian churches. 

That a resolution be adopted, recom- 
mending to the congregations under the 
care of this convention, collections in 
behalf of the Colonization Society, to 
be made on the 4th of July, or on the 
Sabbath immediately preceding or suc- 
ceeding that day. 

By order of the board. 

R. R. Gurwey, Resident Agent. 
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On motion, resolved, That this con- 
vention have witnessed with the deep- 
est emotions of gratitude te God, the 
degree of success with which it has 
pleased him to bless the efforts of the 
American Colonization Society: they 
observe with pleasure an increasing in- 
terest in its prosperity every where ma- 
nifested throughout this Union, and par- 
ticularly in the proceedings of the last 
legislature of this state, and they recom- 
mend continued and increasing exer- 
tions in its favour to the charitable and 
patriotic in this diocese. 

Resolved, therefore, That it be ear- 
nestly recommended to the different 
clergymen and vestries of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church within this dio» 
cese, to have collections made in their 
respective churches, on the Sabbath ei- 
ther preceding or succeeding the 4th of 
July, in aid of the funds of the Coloni- 
zation Society. 


The convention proceeded to the 
election, by ballot, of eight delegates to 
represent this diocese in the next Gene- 
ral Convention of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church of the United States: 
whereupon the following gentlemen 
were duly elected, viz. the Rev. William 
H. Wilmer, D. D., the Rev. William 
Meade, the Rev. Frederick W. Hatch, 
the Rev. Edward C. Maguire, Doctor 
Carter Berkeley, Mr. William Mayo, 
Mr. Philip Nelson, and Mr James M. 
Garnett. 

The convention preceeded to the 
election, by ballot, of a standing com- 
mittee of the church in this diocese for 
the ensuing year: whereupon the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were duly elected, 
viz. the Rev. William H. Wilmer, the 
Rev. Oliver Norris, the Rev. John 
Dunn, the Hon. Bushrod Washington, 
Mr. Edmund I. Lee, and Mr. George 
Taylor. 


The Rev. Mr. Hatch, from the com- 
mittee appointed to examine the state 
of the fund for the permanent support 
of the Episcopate in this diocese, pre- 
sented a report, which was read, as fol- 
lows :—. 

The committee en the fund for the 
support of the Episcopate, have had 
the subject under consideration, and 
beg leave to report as follows : 
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In the year 1823, there was vested in 
bank stock of the Farmers’ Bank of 
Alexandria, at par va- 


le - -  - -$2,050 00 
Also, in stock of the Bank 
of Alexandria - - 1,200 00 


Also, one turnpike share, 
not considered valuable 
During the past year, and 
up to the present period, 
there have accrued to 
this fund, chiefly in di- 
vidends on stock . 


100 00 


402 16 





$3,752 16 


This last amount, with the exception 
of $9 66, has been invested in the 
Farmers’ Bank of Alexandria; from 
all which it appears that the sum 
total of the fund for the support of 
the Episcopate is, as ~ 
above stated - - $3,752 16 


Respectfully submitted, 
F.W. Hatcn, 
Rosert E. Steep, 
Seta Warp, 
Wx. C. Larane, 
Wa. H. Harr. 
The said report was, on the ques- 


tion put thereupon, approved by the 
convention. 


The Rev. William Meade, from the 
board of trustees of the Theological 
School, presented a report, which was 
read, as follows ; — 


Report of the Board of Trustees of the Thee 
ological School of Virginia, to the Con- 
vention of the Diocese, assembled in Rich- 
mond, May 19th, 1825. 


With the liveliest emotions of gratitude 
to the great Head of the church, for the 
blessing which has been poured out upon 
our first efforts, we are enabled to report 
to the convention, that during the present 
session, commencing in October last, 21 
young men have been pursuing their stu- 
dies, under the two professors appointed 
to this very important charge. As every 
thing belonging (o this institution must be 
interesting to all the true friends of reli- 
gion and the church, and as the members 
of the convention, in particular, are bound 
to watch over its proceedings, we here- 
with present a brief statement of the dif- 
ferent subjects and books which have en- 
gaged the attention of the students during 
the past and present session. The professor 
of Greek and Hebrew literature, biblical 


Convention of Virginia. 293 


criticism, and evidences of Christianity, 
reports, that, by the end of the term, the 
junior class will have completed the his- 
tory of the church before the advent of 


.our Saviour, the Jewish antiquities, and 


the evidences of the inspiration of the 
Scriptures. The text books used are, the 
historical books of the Old Testament, and 
Prideaux’ Connections, Peley’s Evidences, 
and Horne on the Inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, and on the Jewish Antiquities. They 
have also spent a large portion of their 
time in the critical study of the four Gos- 
pels and the Acts of the Apostles in the 
Greek, and have read about eighteen chap- 
ters in Genesis and thirty psalms in He- 
brew. ‘The senior class have studied, in 
the same way, the whole of the Epistles, 
and about twenty chapters of Isaiah in He- 
brew. The professor of systematic divi- 
nity, ecclesiastical history, and the nature, 
ministry, and polity of the church, re- 
ports, that there were nine students under 
his care, who have gone through the fol- 
lowing exercises: Twice in the week they 
have recited in systematic divinity and 
ecclesiastical history alternately,; have 
finished Pearson on the Creed, Burnet on 
the Articles, and Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical 
History. In addition to the recitations in 
these text books, the students have been 
required to produce weekly, in rotation, 
a thesis on some point of systematic divi- 
nity, not so fully discussed in the forego~. 
ing books, having reference to Magee and 
Stackhouse; also, to produce a written dis~ 
sertation on each book of Scripture, giv- 
ing an account of its authenticity, contents, 
scope, design, &c. In this way the whole 
course in this branch is now nearly com- 
pleted. Ecclesiastical polity, the Book of 
Common Prayer, and canons of the church, 
remain yet to be studied. Beside these 
exercises, each member of the class is re- 
quired, in alphabetic rotation, to read the 
service of the church, and a sermon of his 
own composition, once a-week, in pre- 
sence of the professors and the whole 
school. The students are permitted, on 
these occasions, to offer their criticisms 
and remarks on the performances ; and on 
the following week, the professors alter- 
nately deliver their sentiments on the 
same. In such exercises of the mind are 
the young candidates for the ministry di- 
ligently engaged, daily adding something 
to their stock of useful information, acquir- 
ing an accurate knowledge of the sacred 
text, equipping themselves with the whole 
armour of God, using themselves to those 
weapons with which they must contend 
against the enemies of religion, and exer- 
cising themselves in those duties which 
they will soon be called up to perform in 
behalf of the congregations which are now 
waiting to enjoy their first labours of love. 
Beside the exercises just mentioned, over 
which the professors preside, the students 
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meet on one evening of each week, for the 
purpose of mutual edification by prayer 
and religious conversation ; they are also 
actively and usefuliy engaged on the Sab- 
bath, in the Sunday schools belonging to 
the Episcopal churches in Alexandria; and 
on the evenings of the Sabbath, as also on 
one other evening in each week, they take 
part in the religious exercises of private 
meetings in the town, or in its suburbs, 
among the poor and destitute. 

For the purpose of obtaining an accu- 
rate knowledge of the spiritual condition 
of the world, and especially of our own 
country and church, and theseby affecting 
their hearts with a lively concern for the 
same, and determining what part they will 
take in improving that condition, the stu- 
dents have followed the good example of 
their brethren in the General Seminary, by 
instituting a society of inquiry, and enter- 
ing into such correspondence as shall be 
most likely to afford them the needful in- 
formation, particularly by soliciting a free 
intercourse with the above mentioned so- 
ciety in the General Seminary. 

The board of trustees have also to re- 
port to the convention the result of their 
deliberations at the present meeting. From 
the representations made to it by those 
professors to whom they had intrusted 
the important charge during the last and 
present session, it appeared highly desir- 
eble to afford them aid in some of the va- 
rious departments of theological science 
and pastoral duty, which require the at- 
tention of the teachers in such a school. 
The trustees have, therefore, appointed 
the Rev. Mr. Norris professor of pastoral 
theology, at the same time appointing a 
committee with powers to select some 
suitable person to be professor of syste- 
matic divinity and pulpit eloquence. 

To meet the additional expense of one 
of the new professors, is a subject which 
has for some time past engaged the atten- 
tion of the friends of our seminary, and it 
is confidently believed that such arrange- 
ments can be made as will ensure a com- 
petent support to a suitable professor. 

In relation to the funds of the seminary, 
the board have to state, that its collections 
have exceeded the sum of $ 9000, and the 
subscriptions the sum of 

The agents appointed to obtain further 
subscriptions have been prevented, by a 
variety of causes, from performing the 
duty assigned them; but they hope the 
time is not far distant, when all things 
will be favourable to a successful prose- 
cution of this work, and they will be en- 
abled to present our school to all the 
friends of the church throughout the dio- 
cese, soliciting that pecuniary assistance 
which is so needful to its prosperity. In 
the meantime, we cannot refrain from 
taking this opportunity of addressing our- 
selves to those especially, who, from their 
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local situation or other circumstances, 
may have never been applied to, and ear- 
nestly beseech them to consider the claim 
which this institution has upon their pious 
charity ; we beg them to consider the good 
example which Christians and philanthro- 
pists in every age and church have afford- 
ed to the world by the endowment of such 
institutions, and particularly how those 
who have abounded in the wealth of this 
world, or had few dependents and con- 
nexions urging a strong claim upon their 
earthly goods, have, in making their ar- 
rangements for departing this life, endea- 
voured so to dispose of their possessions 
as to make them redound most to the good 
of mankind and the glory of that God 
whose blessing maketh rich, and who will 
require at our hands a strict account of 
all the talents committed to our trust. 

It is with indescribable pleasure that 
the board now makes mention of those 
Auxiliary Education Societies which have 
been formed in aid of the great object of 
the seminary. These are, with few, if any 
exceptions, under the direction of the fe- 
male members of the church, who also 
contribute far the greater part of the funds. 
To their zeal are we indebted for an an- 
nual sum, which has not only enabled a 
considerable number of indigent and pious 
young men to pursue their theological stu- 
dies at our seminary, by defraying their 
needful expenses, but has enabled us to 
support a professor before the interest of 
our permanent fund is sufficient for the 
purpose. We commend their example to 
the imitation of all our congregations, and 
more particularly to the attention of our 
ministers, in whose power it is, by a zea- 
lous and persevering prosecution of this 
plan, to support our seminary, and make 
it yield all the benefits to the church for 
which it was designed. But the board can- 
not conclude on this subject, without the 
most particular and emphatic mention of 
one duty, on the right performance of 
which, it is well assured, the genuine - 
ety and usefulness of the institution 
pend. That duty we can express in no 
words so suitable and impressive as those 
of our blessed Master: “ The harvest 
truly is great, but the labourers are few; 
pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that he would send forth more labourers 
into the harvest.” We intreat our Chris~- 
tian friends, and the ministers especially, 
in their private and social prayers, to re- 
member this subject, and lay it before the 
Lord, entreating him to put it into the 
hearts of pious youths of our church, to 
devote themselves to the work of the mi- 
nistry, and to dispose the hearts of pa- 
rents also to supplicate this honour and 
blessedness for their children. If such e 
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spirit as this pervade the Christian mem- 
bers of our communion, we shall have God 
for our friend, and therefore must prevail, 
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From the present prospects of the school, 
the board entertain the hope, that it will 
be prepared to take a respectable rank 
ammg the similar institutions established 
by ‘he church. The General Seminary in 
New-York has been for some time in suc- 
cestul progress. A diocesan school in 
Olio is about to commence its operations 
abo, with encouraging prospects. Expe- 
cence has proved, that there is ample 
yom and demand for the Theological 
ichool of Virginia. By its local conveni- 
ence, and by its accommodation to the 
habits and manners of our southern coun- 
try, it attracts, without conflicting with 
the interests of the General Seminary, a 
patronage and support which otherwise 
woud be lost to the cause of the church. 
Many of the students now attached te it, 
woull have attended no seminary, and 
probably would have been alienated from 
the church. 

Wit) the Bible chart before us, as de- 
lineated by our venerable church, we hope 
that the course pursued by the seminary 
will be honourable and prosperous to it- 
self and the church ; and that the students 
who may come forth from the institution, 
will be sound mingters of the church, 
combining the love of order and unity with 
that experimental acquaintance with the 
religion of the heart, and that zealous and 
faithful discharge of the ministerial func- 
tions, which alone can render them re- 
spectable and useful in the Lord’s vine- 
yard. 

The trustees herewith present a copy of 
the Rules and Regulations which they 
have adopted for the government of the 
school. 


CHAPTER I. 
Of the Course of Theological Learning. 


The course of theological learning to 
be pursued in this seminary, shall em- 
brace the following departments :— 

1. Oriental and Greek literature ; com- 
prising the knowledge which is necessary 
to the critical study of the Holy Scrip- 
tures in the original languages. 

2. Biblical learning; comprehending 
whatever relates to the criticism of the 
sacred text. 

3. The interpretation of the Scriptures ; 
exhibiting the principles of Scriptural in- 
terpretation, and the meaning and practi- 
cal application of the sacred writings. 

4. The evidences of revealed religion ; 
establishing the genuineness, authenticity, 
and credibility of the Scriptures; and a 
view of the character and effects of Chris- 
tianity, of the various objections of infidel 
writers, with a refutation of them, and of 
moral science in its relations to theology. 

5. Systematic divinity; presenting a 
methodical arrangement and explanation 
of the truths contained in the Scriptures, 
‘with the authorities sustaining these 
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truths; a statement and refutation of the 
erroneous doctrines attempted to be de~ 
duced from the sacred writings; and a 
particular view and defence of the system 
of faith professed by the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church. 

6. Ecclesiastical history; displaying the 
history of the church in all ages, and par- 
ticularly of the Church of England and 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in thia 
country. 

7. The nature, ministry, and polity of 
the church; comprising a view of the na- 
ture of the Christian church, and of the 
duty of preserving its unity; of the au- 
thority and orders of the ministry; with 
a statement and elucidation of the prin- 
ciples of ecclesiastical polity, and an ex- 
planation and defence of that of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church; and also an ex- 
hibition of the authority and advantages 
of liturgical service, with a history, ex- 
planation, and defence of the liturgy of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, and of 
its rites and ceremonies. 

8. Pastoral theology and pulpit elo- 
quence ; explaining and enforcing the qua- 
lifications and duties of the clerical office; 
and including the performance of the ser- 
vice of the church, and the composition 
and delivery of sermons. 


CHAP. II. 
Of the Faculty. 


The bishop and professors shall con- 
stitute a faculty, and meet according to 
their own rules; the presence of a majo- 
rity of the professors being necessary to 
form a board. The bishop, when present, 
shall preside at all meetings of the board. 


CHAP IIL 
Of the Students. 


1. Every person producing to the fa- 
culty satisfactory evidence of his having 
been admitted a candidate for holy orders, 
with full qualifications, according to the 
canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States, shall be received as 
a student in the seminary. All others may 
be admitted, who shall produce satisfac- 
tory evidence of religious and moral cha- 
racter, and of classical and scientific at- 
tainments, and in general of such disposi- 
tions and habits as may render them apt 
and meet to exercise the ministry. 

2. Every student shall, on his admission 
into the seminary, subscribe his name to 
the following declaration, in a book to be 
kept for the purpose :—We, the subscrib- 
ers, students of the Theological School of 
Virginia, do solemnly promise, with reli- 
ance on divine grace, that we will, during 
our connexion with the seminary, faith- 
fully obey the laws thereof, and diligent] 
prosecute all the studies, and perform all 
the duties, which, according to the rules 
of the institution, may be required of us; 
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and furthermore, that we will uniformly 
cultivate religious and moral dispositions 
and habits, and by every means within our 
proper sphere, endeavour to promote the 
reputation and interests of the seminary. 

3. On the admission of a student, his 
name shall be entered in a book to be kept 
by the faculty for that purpose; and in 
appropriate columns, opposite each name, 
shall be recorded the time of admission 
of the students respectively, the time of 
their discontinuing attendance, and the 
cause of the same. And this list shall be 
laid before the trustees at their stated 
meetings. 

4. The faculty, consisting of the bishop 
and professors, shall have the power of 
suspending or expelling any student, for 
reasons which they may deem sufficient. 
In the case of the expulsion of a student 
who is a regularly admitted candidate for 
orders in this church, or of bis leaving the 
seminary without approved reasons, infor- 
mation of the fact shall be sent to the 
bishop, or where there is no bishop, to 
the standing committee of the diocese to 
which such candidate belongs. But as 
occasions may occur, when the prompt 
exercise of discipline may be required, 
the professors alone shall have the power 
to suspend a student from the school, un- 
til due notice shall be given to the bishop 
of the nature of his offence, and of the 
time appointed for the trial, if a trial be 
deemed necessary. 

5. As mere theological learning, unac- 
companied with real piety, is not a suffi- 
cient qualification for the ministry, it is 
declared to be the duty of every student, 
with an humble reliance on divine grace, 
to be assiduous in the cultivation of evan- 
gelical faith, and a sound practical piety; 
neither contenting himself with mere for- 
mality, nor running into fanaticism. He 
must be careful to maintain, every day, 
stated periods of pious reading, medita- 
tion, and devotion; and occasional special 
seasons for the more solemn and enlarged 
observance of these duties, together with 
that of such abstinence as is suited to ex- 
traordinary acts of devotion, having due 
regard to the days and seasons recom- 
mended for this purpose by the church. 
In order to excite just views of the nature, 
responsibilities, and obligations of the 
clerical office, he should frequently and 
carefully read over the services for the 
ordination of deacons and priests, with a 
view of making their contents the subjects 
of serious reflection, and an incitement to 
fervent prayer, that, if admitted to either 
of those offices, he may have grace to be 
faithful in the discharge of its duties. He 
must be regular in his attendance on the 
public service of the church, not only on 
Sundays, but also, as his studies and other 
duties will admit, on holy-days and prayer- 
days. Sundays, in particular, he should 
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consider as devoted, except the portions 
of them occupied in the stated services of 
the church, to the private use of means 
for his advancement in Christian krow- 
ledge and piety. And with a view tothe 
promotion of the same great object, it 
shall be the duty of the professors to can- 
mence their respective lectures or recta- 
tions with an office of devotion suited to 
the purpose, and to incorporate with thér 
instructions, as opportunity is afforded, 
such advice and directions as may tend te 
the religious improvement of the students, 
and to their proper view of the true cha- 
racter and weighty obligations of the gos- 
pel ministry. 
CHAP. Iv. 
Of the Course of Study. 


1. The full course of study in this se- 
minary shall occupy three years, each year 
comprising one session, commencing on 
the second Wednesday in October, and 
terminating on the second Wednesday in 
July. There shall also be a suspension of 
the exercisesof the seminary on Christmas- 
day, on Ash-Wednesday, on the week im- 
mediately preceding Easter, and on all 
days of thanksgiving or fasting appointed 
by the ecclesiastical or civil authority. 

2. There shall be three classes in the 
seminary; the term of study in each of 
which shall be one year. The students 
who enter the first year, shall compose the 
third class; those advanced into the se- 
cond year, the second class ; and those into 
the third year, the first class. 

Third Class.—This class shall pursue 
the study of Oriental and Greek literature; 
of Biblical learning and the interpretation 
of Scripture ; of the evidences of revealed 
religion, and of Jewish antiquities. 

Second Class.—This class shall continue 
the critical study of the Scriptures, and 
shall commence the study of moral science 
in its relation to theology, of systematic 
divinity, and ecclesiastical history. 

First Class.—This class shall finish the 
study of systematic divinity, of ecclesias- 
tical history, and shall also complete the 
course of instruction in the nature, minis- 
try, and polity of the Christian church, 
and in the Book of Common Prayer and 
canons of the church. 

3. Every student shall, besides attend- 
ing to the appointed recitations of his 
class, produce such expositions of Scrip- 
ture, critical dissertations, sermons, or 
other compositions, as the professors shall 
direct. And one day ineach week, the classes 
shall meet, with the professors, for the per- 
formance of the services of the church, the 
delivery of original sermons, and such other 
eXercises as they may think proper. 

4. Such arrangements shall be made by 
the faculty, as that each clags.shall attend 
some one of the professors at least once 
every day. 
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§. The professors in their respective de- 
partments shall use, as text books, such 
works only as are included in the course 
of study which has been, or may be, re- 
commended by the house of bishops, or 
as may be approved by the faculty. And 
immediately after the close of each ses- 
sion, the professors shall give notice, in 
such mode as they may think proper, of 
the day of the commencement of the next 
session, and of the books which will im- 
mediately be used by the class which next 
enters the seminary. 

6. In order more effectually to secure 
the benefits of the above course of study, 
every applicant for admission shal! enter 
the seminary, in the third class, at the 
commencement of the first session; un- 
less, upon examination by the faculty, he 
be found qualified to take his station in 
either of the other classes, or in the said 
third class, at any period after the com- 
mencement of its first session: in either 
of which cases he may be admitted ac- 
cordingly, and be entitled to the same 
rank and privileges as the original mem- 
bers of the class into which he enters. 

7. Every student in the seminary must 
be «a member of one of the classes, and en- 
gage in all the studies which appertain to 
his class. 

8. At the close of the second session in 
every year, the students shall undergo an 
examination on their studies by the fa- 
culty, in the presence of such members of 
the board of trustees as can be convened. 

9. At the conclusion of the full course 
of study, each student who shall have sus- 
tained his examinations in a satisfactory 
manner, shall receive a testimonial of the 
same, signed by the professors, and coun- 
tersigned by as many of the trustees as 
may be convenient. 


On motion made and seconded, re- 
solved, that the said report be received. 


From the treasurer’s accounts, it ap- 
pears that the expenses of the preced- 
ing year were $197 50; and that there 
was a balance in his hands of $384 82. 

The parochial reports* furnish the 
following aggregate :—Baptisms (adults 
2, children 13, not specified 375) 390— 
Marriages 114—Funerals 134—Com- 
municants 330. 

On motion, resolved, That the thanks 
of this convention be tendered to the 
ministers of the Presbyterian and Me- 





* We must again be permitted to express 
our surprise that the paroehial reports, re- 
quired by the canon to be made to the dishop, 
should, by an order of the convention, be re- 
ferred to a committee for examination, «nd be 
laid before the convention in a “ condensed 
form” by that commitice. 
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thodist churches in this place, for the 
liberal and kind offer of their churches 
for the use of the convention. 

On motion, resolved, i hat the thanks 
of this convention be tendered to the 
citizens of this place, for their kind and 
hospitable attentions to the members of 
this convention during its session. 

On frotion, resolved, That the thanks 
of this convention be presented to the 
secretary and treasurer for their faith- 
ful services. 

On motion, resclved, That the next 
meeting of the convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church for the dio- 
cese of Virginia, be held in Lynchburg. 

On motion, resolved, That it shall 
hereafter be the duty of the trustees of 
the Theological Seminary, to make 
their report on the first day of each 
meeting of the convention. 

On motion, resolved, That the Rev. 
William Meade, the Rev. William FH. 
Wilmer, Dr. Carter Berkeley, Mr. Wil- 
liam Mayo, and Mr. Philip Nelson, be, 
and they are hereby nominated to the © 
General Convention, as trustees of the 
General Theological Seminary. 

And then the convention adjourned, 
to meet again in the town of Lynch- 
burg, on the third Thursday in May 
next. 


VALEDiIcTorY ADDRESS. 


On the Sunday evening after the ad- 
journment of the convention, the clergy 
stood around the altar, when the bishop 
thus affectionately addressed them :— 


At the close of every session of the 
convention, it has been our custom, my 
beloved brethren, to hover around the 
altar of the Lord Jesus ; and while thus 
standing near the throne of our Al- 
mighty Parent, to take our leave of 
each other, and to supplicate God for a 
continuance of his blessing upon us, and 
upon the church committed to our care. 
For this practice, we have a precedent 
in the conduct of St. Paul, who, prior to 
his departure from Ephesus, called the 
elders of the church together, and im- 
parted to them his pastoral admonition. 

He first enjoined them to take heed 
to themselves. As stewards of the mys- 
teries of Christ, intrusted with the dis 
pensation of the Gospel, he entreated 
them to take heed to themselyes—td 
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take care of their own vineyards—to — 


cultivate their own minds, and to watch 
over their own conduct. ‘This advice 
the apostle knew to be necessary, as it 
would have beeir nreasonable to sup- 
pose that they would be watchful over 
others, whose zeal did not influence 
them to take a prudent care of them- 
selves. 

After having thus cautioned them: 
against the negtect of their own hearts, 
fie told them to take heed to all the 
flock over which the Holy Ghost had 
made them overseers. As shepherds 
watelr over their sheep, not only to pre- 
vent them from straying away, but also 
to lead them into goed: pastures ; so the 
ministers of Ephesus were charged with 
the superintendence of the people. Take 
a constant care—exercise an unceasing 
vigilance over the spiritual concerns of 
the congregations committed to your 
charge, lest beasts of prey should seize 
and devour them—lest Satan and their 
own corruptions: should alienate their 
affections trom the Almighty, and sink 
them in eternal ruin. “ Watch ye in 
all things—endure afllictions—do the 
work of evangelists—make full proof 
of your ministry.” 

The concerg with which you are in- 
trusted, remember, brethren, is the 
church of the living God—a church 
purchased with the blood of Christ—a 
purchase, which exhausted the treasury 
of heaven—a purchase, which cost the 
Son of God his life—a purchase, which 
crimsoned Mount Calvary with blood 
—a purchase, whieh angels witnessed 
with drooping wings and throbbing 
hearts. 

The neglect of your duty would in- 
volve in it the greatest guilt. Your 
neglect would amount to a contempt of 
that blood, with which the purchase of 
our salvation was made; and would 
stamp your characters with present dis- 
grace, and consign you to eternal ruin. 

We are, most assuredly, to give an 
account ofour stewardship. How dread- 
ful will be the state of that clergyman, 
who, after having undertaken the su- 
perintendence of a congregation, with- 
holds his pastoral attention, and per- 
mits the people intrusted to his care, 
not only to wander from the path of 
duty, but to plunge into destruction. 


Bishop Moore’s Valedictory Address. 
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What will be his situation at that 
moment, in which the angel shall swear 
that time shall be no more—at that 
moment, when the earth and the sea 
shall. give up their dead—at that mo- 
ment, when every mortal, from Adam 
to his last born son, shall stand naked 
and defenceless before God? What, I 
ask you, will be the condition of @ 
slothful wicked clergyman, at that tre- 
mendous hour ? 

See, advancing before the tribunal of 
heaven, some unhappy sinner, who, 
when the sentence of condemnation 
shall be pronounced, will charge the 
ruin of his sont to the man to whose 
pastoral care he had been confided. 
Blessed Jesus—may the condemned 
sinner say—lI acknowledge that I have 
transgressed thy righteous laws; but, 
oh merciful God! my earthly pastor 
led me astray. At the time in which E 
violated thy preeepts, he proclaimed 
peace in my ears, and | believed his 
report. He sanctioned my aberrations. 
by his own practices; and to him, im 
the face of an assembled universe, F 
charge the destruction of my. precious: 
soul. If misery will be the portion of 
every offender, my brethren, how ag- 
gravated will be the misery of a wicked 
clergyman! When sinners of a com- 
mon description will call to the rocks 
to fall on them, a wieked clergyman 
will cry out in agony, Mountains, cover 
me from the presence of God. 

On the other hand, how transporting: 
will be the situation ef a watchful shep- 
herd—a faithful minister of religion. 
At that hour in which the heavens will 
be rolled up like a scroll, and the ele- 
ments melt with fervent heat, a pious 
clergyman will arise from. his tomb in. 
peace and tranquillity. The happy 
spirit of some immortal being will pro- 
claim him in the courts of heaven, as a 
man who had been faithful in the dis- 
charge of his duty. To him, blessed 
Jesus, I acknowledge myself indebted 
for an acquaintance with divine things. 
He instructed me in my duty—he 
taught me how to pray—his holy life 
and conversation reflected light upon 
my path; and it is through his instru- 
mentality that I found the ways of re- 
ligion pleasantness, and all her paths 
the paths of peace. To such a steward 
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the Redeemer will graciously say— 
“¢ Come, thou blessed of my Father, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 

Several of you have just commenced 
To you, the 
path of pastoral duty, the labours and 
difficulties with which you will:have to 
encounter, are unknown. Put on, my 
beloved sons, I beseech you, put on the 
whole armour of God; for you will 
need that armour to defend you from 
the attacks of the powers of darkness. 
Depend not on your own strength ; for 
if you do, you will find, to your loss, 
that you are trusting to a broken reed. 
Rely not on your own wisdom and 
knowledge ; for your duties are such as 
require the wisdom and the knowledge 
of angels to enable you te. performthem 
to advantage. Ask wisdom.ef God to 
teach you. Seek spiritual strength from 
God-te sustain you. “ Be strong-in the 
Lord,.and in the power of his might.” 

To be successful in the ministry of 
the Gospel, you must be in earnest. A 
soldier, to‘be useful to his country, to 
arrive at eminence in his profession, 
must be devoted to his duty. Alawyer, 
provided he wishes to occupy high 
ground, must fix his eye upon the -ut- 
most point of legal eminence, .and sur- 
mount the most complicated difficulties 
to obtain distinction. A merchant who 
wishes to be at the head of the depart- 
ment in which he moves, must be a man 
of business, and not of pleasuse—a man 
of industry, and not of .indelence. A 
clergyman, to be useful to his fellow- 
creatures and acceptable to his divine 
Master, must read, and mark, and learn 
the word of God. He must be always 
ready to perform his duty : .it must be 
his meat and his drink to do the will of 
the Almighty. ‘When called upon for 
the discharge.of pastoral duties, he must 
let his people see that it is his pleasure 
to comply with all their reasonable de- 
mands ; and that he derives enjoyment 
from the exercise of ‘his office. 

Acting upen such principles, a.cler- 
gyman will rise in the esteem of God 
and man. A good understanding,.com- 
bined with prudence, will lead him from 
small things to great; and, like water, 
his merit will find its own level. Press 
forward then toward the mark, fer the 
prize of your high calling of God in 
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Christ Jesus. Take a bold stand upon 
the mount of virtue, and keep it. Be 


‘contented with nothing less than minis- 


terial fidelity. A drone, remember, is 
a useless animal; an indolent clergy - 
man is worse than useless-——he is the 


destroyer of souls. 


Finally, my sons, strive to advanee 
the eternal interests of those committed 
to your care; spread their wants be- 
fore the throne of Almighty God, and 
plead with Heaven in their behalf. 
Visit as much as is compatible with 
your duty, -the waste places of Zion; 
and endeavour to raise from their ruins 
-our dilapidated churches. The.time is 
very short—death is at the door—we 
have net one moment to lose. Live, I 
-beseech you, live near to God—live as 
‘you ‘would wish you had lived, when 
you come to die. Be faithful unto death 
—and should we never meet again in 
this world, I trust-we shall meet in hea- 
ven. May the Almighty take you into 
his ‘hely keeping, guide you by his 
counsel, and at last .receive you inte 
glory. 

"The.clerzy of the diocese of Virgitia 
are the bishop and thirty-four presby- 
ters.and deacons. 
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4*Rexsum. ¥ Nilultra quero plebeiue. 7 Ex 
equim 

Rem impevite; at si cui videor non justus, inulto 

Dicere, quod sentis, permitto.”’ 

Tee spirit of my motto has, in this 
enlightened age, obtained a prevalence 
infinitely great-r than could ever have 
been anticipated by its sportive author. 
Profane authority and sacred mysteries 
are equally exposed to the scrutiny and 
sentence of the meanest or the most 
ignorant. The acts of kings, and the 
xlapsodies of prophets, are alike weigh- 
ed in the balance of public justice, or, 
not.unfrequently, measured by the scale 
of private opinion. A holy alliance 
may combine to defend the “ noli me 
tangere” prerogative of kings and hie- 
rarchies: but it is in vain, the liberty 
of. the press admits no limits, its licen- 
tiousness allows no curb. I would not 
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be finderstood to disapprove of free 
discussion of every subject, whether 
sacred or profane, Great is truth, 
and she will prevail,” is a bulwark in 
which we may safely confide, amid the 
jars of debate and storms of controversy. 
Yet I cannot but feel a transient pang 
when I behold this same unbridled li- 
cense of remark exciting profitless dis- 
cussion and wordy war, in the bosom 
of a household whose great interest is 
to be at peace within itself. When, in 
the mere wantonness of liberty, men 
are induced to cavil at existing institu- 
tions; to pick offences where none were 
intended, and none can be substantiat- 
ed, merely for the sake of proving their 
right of finding fault, I am sometimes 
ready to forfeit the privilege in order 
to escape the evil consequences of the 
abuse. Again, when the right to at- 
tend to every body’s business but his 
own, has inspirited some petty scrib- 
bler to pull to pieces the conduct of 
his superior in station and in wisdom, 
and, clumsily connecting the disjointed 
parts after his own distorted fancy, to 
descant upon the ill-construction and 
defects of this fabric, which never ex- 
isted but in his own imagination, I 
could even wish for a return of the 
time when “rex sum” was sufficient 
to extort the answer “ nil ultra quero,” 
from the would-be judge. When all 
authority is denied to mdividuals fill- 
ing the highest offices with the most 
unsullied reputation, and mere influence 
is but grudgingly allowed, I would fain 
recall the days of primitive subordina- 
tion, when the rule of conduct was “ 6 ay 
EWITKOWOS Doxspmarny TOUTO Kas TW Ozw eva 
erator, bye aoPares xa CiCasoy crav 
eazgacceres. But whither am I wander- 
ing? Thad intended to plead prevail- 
ing practice as an excuse for my own 
presumption, and have sealed my con- 
demnation! Be it so: I will never- 
theless, confiding in good motives, pro- 
ceed in my purpose. Although myself 
a layman, I cannot but regard the cha- 
racter of the clergy with the tenderest 
concern, inasmuch as I conceive it to 
be, next to the word of God,* and the 
perpetual presence of the Redeemer,t 
the chiefest bulwark of the church. In 





* Heb.i. 3. t Matt. xxviii. Qu. 
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this spirit, I have been often led to 
meditate upon the importance of the 
apostolic precept of “ keeping ourselves 
unspotted from the world,” in its pecu- 
liar application to that class of the 
Christian community. The unavoid- 
able connexion with the world, which 
the professions, merchandize, trade, or 
amusement, force upon the layman, 
precludes that strict scrutiny into the 
nature of his commerce with that for- 
midable enemy of Christianity, which 
might otherwise be required, and which 
must necessarily take place before his 
pretensions to the fulfilment of this 
precept can be determined. But the 
clergyman is segregated from the com- 
mon herd,* removed from the cares and 
turmoils of business, “ the round of folly 
and the haunt of sin,” for this very pur- 
pose, that he may be “ an ensample of 
the flock” in all manner of godly con- 
versation, and afford a perfect model of 
that “pure religion and undefiled,” 
which consists in “ visiting the father- 
less and widows in their afiliction, and 
keeping himself unspotted from the 
world.” From the clergy, therefore, 
we expect a perfection of integrity, an 
entire non-conformity to the world, 
which justice would hardly permit us 
to require of our equals. When they 
teach us that we must come out and be 
separate from the world, are we un- 
warrantable in expecting an example 
from them? nay, may we not reason- 
ably (taking into accuunt the difference 
of situations,) expect an example that 
may be imitated, but not equalled? 
such an one that each of us 

Speret idem; sudet multum, frustraque laboret, 
Ausus idem: 

When they exhort us to despise filthy 
lucre, is it not allowable in us to desire 
an evidence of equal disinterestedness 
in themselves? should we not expect in 
them a noble contempt for sordid gain, 
or at least, a desire extending no far- 
ther than to the provision of things 
necessary and convenient? When they, 
in conformity with apostolic practice, 
warn us to beware of the pomps and 
vanities of this world, of the lust of the 
eye and the pride of life, what must 
be our ideas of their consistency or self- 





* apweicperos, Rom. i. 1. 

































































conviction, when we behold them in- 
dulging, in a greater or less degree, in 
these forbidden pleasures ? That which 
in ourselves we should (and without 
much injustice) consider as mere im- 
prudence or neglect, becomes, when 
contrasted with the holiness of their 
assumed character, absolutely criminal. 
Their faults in this respect are magnifi- 
ed into crimes, their failings into sins. 
I make not these remarks, Messrs. 
Editors, in the flippancy of self-created 
censorship. 1 refer to no individual in- 
stances. I predicate no general necessity 
of censure. But, if haply the opinion 
of a single uninfluential individual can 
be of any weight, I would throw it into 
the scale of truth. Ecclesiastical his- 
tory testifies most solemnly, that the 
character of the ministry is the nerve 
and marrow of the church. I would 
that THE church of my native soil might 
live for ever ! 

These brief remarks were, if not 
suggested, at least elicited, by a perusal 
of the memoirs of a late prelate of our 
mother church, in whose story the 
want.of the “ unspotted purity” of St. 
James, was most egregiously manifest- 
ed. Ifthe surest path to rectitude be 
that recommended by the poet, 

“Ut fugerem exemplis viliorum quieque no- 

tando;” 

IT would unhesitatingly recommend this 
ook* to the perusal of the candidate 
for holy orders. Let him read and see 
what he ought nof to be. A more dis- 
gusting picture of the worldly-minded, 
meddling, factious clergyman, (I had 
almost said, minister of the Gospel !) 
he can scarce perceive. And what was 
his reward? Neglect in life, cankering 
remorse in old age, vainly endeavour- 
ing to solace itself with egotistic adula- 
tion, and this reflection as a solitary 
consolation on his death-bed ! that “ he 
had devoted himself to the noble pur- 
suits of agriculture, as an honourable 
mean of providing for his family,” that 
is to say, after his superiors had pre- 
vented an entire devotion of his talents 
to the still nobler pursuits of politics 
and preferment. Is this a shepherd 
of the flock of Christ? Talis non 
sim ego.” P. D. G. 
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* « Anecdotes of the Life of Richard Watson.” 


For the Christian Journal. 


As occasional illustrations of the dif- 
ferent parts of the Book of Common 
Prayer constitute valuable parts of mi- 
nisterial duty, I have sent you the fol- 
lowing piece as a specimen of such 
performances; with the hope indeed, 
that the clergy of the church, in gene- 
ral, may be induced to deliver such to 
their congregations. D. 


An Illustration of the General Con- 
Session in the Communion Service. 


As this is one of those days, when 
we receive the blessed sacrament of 
the Lord’s supper, instead of address- 
ing you, in the usual manner, from a 
text of Scripture, I have selected for 
the subject of an evening’s meditation 
and improvement, the General Confes- 
sion in the Communion Service. So 
excellent are all the different parts of 
our services—so minutely adapted to 
the occasions on which they are used, 
that should our members enter into 
their true meaning, and imbibe their 
spirit, we cannot doubt but the most 
happy results would ensue. 

The confession I have mentioned, 
stands thus :—* Almighty God, Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of 
all things, Judge of all men; we ac- 
knowledge and bewail our manifold 
sins and wickedness, which we from 
time to time most greviously have com- 
mitted, by thought, word, and deed, 
against thy divine Majesty ; provoking 
most justly thy wrath and indignation 
against us. We do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our 
misdoings; the remembrance of them 
is grievous unto us; the burden of 
them is intolerable. Have mercy upon 
us, have mercy upon us, most merciful 
Father ; for thy Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past ; 
and grant, that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee in newness of 
life, to the honour and glory of thy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.” 

The different parts of this beautiful 
piece of devotional composition, follow 
one another with great propriety, and 
raise the mind to the exercise of such 
feelings and such affections, as suit the 
condition of all pious Christians. 
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The invocation is grand and elevat- 
ing, approaching near to the manner 
of the Lord’s prayer. “ Almighty God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Ma- 
ker of all things, Judge of all men.” 

It is the peculiar excellence of all 
the prayers and of all the addresses of 
our church, that they place us imme- 
diately before the throne of grace, and 
put such language in our mouths as is 
suitable to be used in such a situation. 
It is not the language of weak adulation, 
such as men apply to an earthly poten- 
tate—it is not the Janguage of a vain 
imagination, or of a mind casting around 
for the applause of men; but it implies 
an humble appeal to God in that cha- 
racter and in those capacities, in which 
he has been pleased to reveal himself. 
The term Almighty, includes every 
thing that distinguishes the Deity with 
regard to power, and while there is in 
it an incomprehensible greatness, there 
is at the same time an inimitable sim- 
plicity. 

“‘ Father of our Lora Jesus Christ.” 
Nothing can be more suitable, than to 
address the Almighty in this style, 
when we are about to appropriate to 
ourselves the greatest benefit conferred 
upon us by Jesus Christ, the pardon 
of our sins through the redemption 
made by his blood. He is the Father 
of our blessed Redeemer. He so loved 
the race of mankind, that he gave his 
only-begotten Son for our salvation. 
To him we are indebted for all the 
benefits of redemption, for the means 
of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

“ Maker of all things, Judge of all 
men.” Of all things in nature as well 
as grace, he is the Author, and what is 
our high concern, he is Judge of all 
men. At his tribunal all must appear 
to receive a righteous sentence. 

Having placed ourselves before God, 
under these exalted and awful appella- 
tions, we then return to ourselves; and 
to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to the Maker of all things, and the 
Judge of all men, “ we acknowledge and 
bewail our manifold sins and wicked- 
ness, which we from time to time most 
grievously have committed by thought, 
word, and deed, against his divine 
Majesty ; provoking most justly his 
wrath and indignation against us.” 
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This, though a general, is a most com- 
ae confession. Indeed all pub- 
ick acts of devotion ought to be general. 
Individuals may allude to times and 
places—they may confess particular 
sins, and plead for grace to protect 
them from such temptations as too 
easily beset them; but the devotions of 
the church must be such as all can join 
in, and all apply. ‘ Manifold sins” 
include every kind; “from time to 
time” imply any occasions. 

“ By thought, word, and deed.” 
Thought is the original source of all 
sin, and requires to be particularly 
guarded. For if we strive and pray 
against evil thoughts, they may be sup- 
pressed or conquered ; but if we indulge 
them, they may produce evil deeds. 
If the murderer had stifled his revenge, 
and prayed to God to enable him to 
subdue it, he might have been saved. 
If the coveteus man had struggled and 
prayed to overcome his avaricious de- 
sires, he might neither have committed 
acts of injustice or fraud. Thought, 
therefore, as the great source of evil 
or of good, is to be carefully attended 
to. 

“ Against thy divine Majesty.” 
The ground of religious sorrow, the 
motive of Christian repentance, is, that 
we have sinned against God. We may, 
and indeed we ought to lament that we 
have offended or injured men, that we 
have violated the laws of our country, 
and incurred the punishment due to 
transgression. The Christian, how- 
ever, is still to rise higher, and as he is 
to fulfil all duties “ as unto the Lord, 
and not unto men, so he is to view all 
transgressions as against God.” 

“ Provoking most justly thy wrath 
and indignation against us.” The 
true penitent does not preterd to ex- 
tenuate his offences, or to varnish over 
his sins, but he readily admits, that 
they are the just objects of God’s dis- 
pleasure. And he is well aware, that 
it is only by sincere repentance and 
true faith, that we can be admitted_to 
mercy. 

“ We do earnestly repent, and are 
heartily sorry for these our misdoings ; 
the remembrance of them is grievous 
unto us; the burden of them is intoler- 
able.” This is the language of sincere 
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repentance, and of a feeling sense of 
the weight of iniquity, which nothing 
but mercy can remove. To mercy, 
therefore, is there an appeal made in 
the most affectionate terms. ‘“ Have 
mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, 
most merciful Father.” 'Yhere is an 
emphasis in this repetition which no- 
thing can surpass. It implies the highest 
degree of anxiety, and when connected 
with the appellation, merciful Father, 
it seems almost to reach the sublimity 
of divine inspiration. Nay, it unques- 
tionably bears a similarity to the lan- 
guage of David, in a state of the deep. 
est contrition, or to that put into the 
mouth of the penitent publican by our 
Lord himself: “ God be merciful to 
me a sinner.” 

It is the unspeakable advantage of a 
Christian, that when depressed with a 
sense of sin, and anxious to obtain mer- 
cy, he clearly knows how mercy is to 
be secured. Its nature and its limits, 
the conditions on which it can be ob- 
tained, and the effects produced are 
no mere matters of conjecture. Jesus 
Christ died for sin, and faith in the effi- 
cacy of his death will secure pardon. 
This then is the ground of the succeed- 
ing petition: “for thy Son our Lord 
Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that 
is past.” 

Still the sincere member of the 
church is not to rest here. Even after 
he has received the holy sacrament 
with true repentance and unfeigned 
faith, he remains in possession of a 
nature liable to sin, and in a world full 
of corruption. Pardon of all that is 
past is not sufficient, he needs grace to 
enable him to live a new life. “ Grant, 
that we may ever hereafter serve and 
please thee in newness of life.” ‘This 
too, was the course pursued by David. 
After he had prayed with great fervour 
for mercy, after he had expressed the 
most anxious desire to be cleansed from 

all his wickedness, he added, * stablish 
me with thy free Spirit.” 

When we consider attentively every 
part of this confession, we find it to 
be exactly such as communicants, about 
to approach the Lord’s table, ought to 

use, For it carries the mind through 
that process of devetion, in which every 
sincere Christian ought to exercisé him- 





October, 1825.] On the General Confession in the Communion Service. 303 


self, with a feeling and contrite heart, 
before he present himself at the holy 
altar. Indeed, it would form an ex- 
cellent daily religious exercise to all 
striving Christians, who are anxious to 
discipline their hearts, and prepare for 
a heavenly inheritance. 

And allis to be doné “to the honour 
and glory of God’s name.” This is 
the high view, with which a Christian 
acts and prays. It is true, we can hard- 
ly be supposed to make any real addi- 
tion to his glory, who is the Lord of 
the universe. But when his creatures 
advance in happiness or rise in great- 
ness, the glory of their heavenly Father 


_is then said to be promoted. And 


surely it is a glorious consideration to 
have a reference to God in all things. 

“ Through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
This is what gives every confession 
and every prayer its Christian charac- 
ter. “ Verily, verily I say unto you, 
whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in 
my name, he will give it you. Hitherto 
have ye asked nothing in my name; 
ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy 
may be full.” In the name of that 
gracious Being, who became Mediator 
between God and man, are we to ask 
for all blessings, and expect all com- 
forts. 

Some of you at least have often used 
this excellent confession ; and it would 
be highly gratifying, to find every mem- 
ber repeating it with all the fervour of 
a devout heart. But to enter fully into 
its spirit, it ought to be frequently pon- 
dered over before it is used ; and seri- 
ously ought it to be considered, whether 
a course of conduct succeeds, fully cor- 
responding with its character. 

Remember, my beloved communi- 
cants, that this day, to the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Maker of all 
things, the Judge of all men, you have 
acknowledged and bewailed your mani- 
fold sins and wickedness. You have 
admitted that they deserve the wrath 
and indignation of the Almighty. Sure- 
ly then, you will repeat them no more, 
You have in the presence of God and 
his holy church, declared your sincere 
repentance and your hearty sorrow for 
all your misdoings; surely then, your 
future life will be a life of obedience, 
You have in a most affectionate maa- 
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ner pleaded for mercy and pardon, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ your Lord ; 
and if your repentance has been sin- 
cere, and your faith in your Saviour 
complete, you need bave no fears with 
regard to forgiveness. For these con- 
ditions entitle you to a fulfilment of 
the plans and promises of God. But 
to-lead a new life implies not only to 
forsake all sinful habits, but to supply 
all defects in your characters. 

Review then, your language, your 
motives, and your actions.. If you have 
profaned the name of God, or if your 
language has been polluted by any im- 
passioned or indecent exclamations, re- 
duce it to the simple yea, yea, and nay, 
nay, of the Gospel. 

But to bring the language right, the 
heart and the temper must be right. 
From the lips of a person of a mild 
temper, soft and correct language will 
naturally flow. It is true, ardour of 
feeling will express itself in ardent lan- 
guage: but in this there will be no sin, 
provided the feelings be of a right cast. 
And from a heart, in which the love of 
God and the love of man predominate, 
nothing impure will issue. 

‘To act always from right motives, 
requises much meditation and much 
religious chastisement. Even well dis- 
posed men are apt to rest satisfied with 
the actions; and so high is the Chris- 
tian motive with regard to all things, 
that it is to be feared it is often lost sight 
of. . To do all things as unto the Lord 
and not unto men, is the high, the over- 
ruling consideration, which is to form 
ihe basis of the conduct of a Christian. 

This consideration, however, will 
never operate with uniform and due 
force, unless we frequently contemplate 
the Supreme Being as the Author of all 
blessings, the Searcher of all hearts, and 
the Judge of all men. The principles 
of Christians must be fixed by medita- 
tion, and their hearts fortified by prayer, 
and then, in all the great, and in all the 
little transactions of life, these princi- 
ples will govern. But, unless we read 
and digest the word of God, however 
pious our hearts, or however correet 
our motives, our actions may be wrong, 
for no kind of conduct is allowed to 
those who enjoy a divine revelation, 
but such as js there prescribed. 


It must next be considered, what de- 
fects are to be supplied, before the new 
character be completely formed. My 
communicants, have you been regular 
and sincere in your private devotions ? 
Private prayer is to God a sweet-smell- 
ing savour; while it ascends to heaven 
in gentle exhalations, it returns in 
showers of grace to water the seeds of 
the Gospel. Nor let me omit to inquire, 
whether there be not much to supply 
as to family devotions. ‘This is a point 
on what I fear there is great deficiency. 
And not barely with regard to prayers, 
but with regard to that family discipline 
and instruction, by which alone the 
young, in such a state of corruption, 
can be restrained from the most enor- 
mous vices, and trained in the school 
of virtue. The instances that have 
lately occurred in different parts of our 
country, of dreadfal and desperate wick~- 
edness in the young and rising genera- 
tion, 1 should imagine, would teach 
parents and masters a lesson that could 
not fail to sink deep in their hearts. 
Before it could have been supposed 
that much hardihood in iniquity could 
have been attained, to find mere lads, 
imbruing their hands in the blood of 
their fellow-creatures, is shocking to 
the Christian heart. And to see the 
best days of youth spent in a Penitenti- 
ary or on a tread-mill, is a sight which 
chills the very soul. Ye parents! ye 
masters! seriously consider what share 
of these crimes belong to you! 

But to enumerate every defect that 
must be supplied, would be impossible 
for the religious teacher. This must 
be a matter left, in a certain degree, to 
the conscience of every individual. 
Whoever has been defective in charity, 
in the support of religion, and in the 
extension of the Gospel—whoever has 
disregarded the cries of poverty, or the 
groans of misery, must do so no more. 
And let it never be supposed that we 
serve God in newness of life, till every 
sin be forsaken, and every defect sup- 
plied. 

May the divine influence of God’s 
Holy Spirit so sanctify the services of 
this day, that henceforth we may serve 
him in newness of life, and at last 
2 admitted into his everlasting king- 
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For the Christian Journal. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the 
eight Annual Convention of the Di 
ocese of Ohio, held in the Parish of 
St. James, Zanesville, June 1st, 2d, 
and 3d, 1825. 


THe convention was composed of 
the Right Rev. Bishop Chase, five pres- 
byters, and nineteen lay delegates, re- 
presenting fifteen parishes; and was 
opened with morning prayer, read by 
the Rev. Intrepid Morse, minister of 
St. Paul’s church, Steubenville, and 
St. James’s church, Cross Creek ; and 
an address, and the adininistration of 
confirmation, and of the holy commu- 
nion, by the bishop. 

Agreeably to the 45th canon of the 
General Convention of 1808, “ pro- 
viding for an accurate view of the state 
of the church from-time to time,” the 
Right Rev. Philander Chase delivered 
the following 


ADDRESS, 
Brethren of the Clergy and Laity, 


In the accomplishment of any great 
design, there are many previous points 
to be gained; and although, as in sur- 
mounting the Alps, we may felicitate 
ourselves, and praise God most devoutly 
that we have succeeded in ascending 
one steep, yet even this rejoicing seems 
intended to prepare us with courage to 
overcome fresh difficulties, which, one 
after another, rise still higher and higher 
to our view. 

I introdace my address to you, my 
brethren, on the subject of our semi- 
nary, by this remark, with the triple 
intention that we may be excited to 
gratitude for past mercies ; be apprised 
that difficulties still exist, and-animated 
with holy courage to overcome them.— 
Of these each a little in its place. 

Of past mercies, I told you something 
when we last met. Since that time I 
have been certified through numerous 
and most respectable channels, that the 
cause of our seminary set forth in “ the 
appeal in behalf of the diocese of 
Ohio,” has continued to gain ground 
in the best affections of our English 
friends. Considerable accessions to the 
fund have been made, and the spirit of 
good-will and Christian fellowship, 

Vou. IX. 


Proceedings of the Convention of Ohio. 805. 


which it was our object always to pro- 
mote, was daily increasing. Scarcely 
a post has passed without bringing some 
good tidings of great joy to our infant 
seminary. The most encouraging words 
and deeds have been recited to me in 
letters from persons most eminent for 
private virtue and public station. Would 
that their loved and respected names 
could be here recited! But you know 
them, and will embalm their kindness 
in your memories. 

Aware that the sum already raised 
is short of what it would have been, 
but for some events which took place 
to stop the flow of British kindness ; our 
friends in England, deeply sensible of 
the importance of our plan of founding 
a Christian college, containing all the 
means of full instruction for the Gospel 
ministry, have given me good assurance 
that while our funds are accumulating, 
both from their own interest and addi- 
tional contributions, we shall receive, at 
least, what would equal their annual 
interest, in separate benefactions meant 
for current use. 

Asto the remaining difficulties, there 
are none greater, we trust, than such 
as may arise from honest differences 
of opinion, and which, being discussed 
with a Christian spirit, we hope svon 
will vanish. 

To determine the great question 
where our seminary is to be established, 
I always considered as a right belongin 
to the convention: for by that body I 
understand an assembly of men acting 
in-the fear of God for the diocese in 
general; free from prejudice, partial 
views, and local interests—in short, an 
assemblage of the wisdom of the whole 
diocese— of the bishop—of the clergy 
—and of the laity. As an integral part, 
therefore, of this body, I have thought 
it my duty to give this subject all the 
investigation and deliberation in my 
power; the result of which the same 
sense of duty now compels me to lay 
before you. 

Before we enter on the consideration 
of any particular place, the proposals 
for the seminary divide themselves into 
two classes, viz. those for town, and 
those for country places. Having come 
to this question with an unbiassed mind, 
Ihave, it is believed, investigated with- 
39 
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out prejudice, both these classes of pro- 
posals, and am fully of opinion that the 
latter has the preference, and for the 
following reasons :— 

1. In the country we ean have the 
choice of a site most eligible fer health, 
which is not always the case of our 
towns, as experience abundantly proves. 

2. Wherever in the country eur se- 
minary is placed, the lands for many 
miles around will. greatly increase in 
value ; and if they should be in a state 
of nature, that increase, in the opinion 
of good judges, would be more than 
doubled. Should, therefore, the semi- 
nary by gift or otherwise, (previously 
to the determination to fix absolute on 
any place, ) be certain of being the pos- 
sessor of some thousands of acres of the 
surrounding country, how surely, and 
how innocently, yea, how justly might 
it share in the gains of which itself 
would thus be the parent. Count these 
gains, and on the most moderate scale 
contrast them with the highest offer 
which any town will make, and the 
preference of fixing our seminary in 
the country will be apparent. E have 
done'so, and am satisfied: Go so your- 
selves, and £ trust you will be of my 
opinion. Suppose four thousand acres 
were given us, and by purchase we be- 
come owners of four thousand acres 
more. If the seminary were established 
on them, the former of these would 
now be worth $ 20,000, and the latter, 
after deducting the price of their pur- 
chase, would amount to $ 15,000; and 
a few years would see these lands 
doubled even in this valuation. If this 
computation be doubted, let it be dis- 
tinctly known that there are persons 
who (if these lands with the seminary 
established thereoa, were conveyed. to 
them for the right of leasing and selling 
the same under whatever reasonable 
restrictions, to secure the morality of 
the inhabitants, the trustees may re- 
quire,) would become obligated to pay 
the interest of that sum, viz. $ 1,800 
annually for ever. This it should seem, 
stamps validity on our plans, and puts 
their practicability beyond a doubt. 

3. By placing our seminary on lands 
of which itself is the owner for some 
distance round, we might possess, and, 
if we chose, we might exercise a power 
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as effectual as salutary—a power, by 
right of soil, to prevent the evils which 
otherwise often the best of collegiate 
laws cannot cure. 

Such is the nature ¢. sur civil govern 
ment, that it must be employed rather 
in punishing than in preventing vice. 
Thus, of necessity, the woe falls more 
on the seduced than on the seducer. 
The tempied is punished, while the 
tempter often, too often, eseapes unhurt. 
In schools and colleges placed in cities, 
and receiving students from abroad, 
these evils are most alarmingly appa- 
rent. Young men are often disgraced 
by punishment, and sometimes ruined 
by expulsion; whilst when compared 
with their seducers, they are innocent 
—and those who enticed them from 
the paths of rectitude chiefly ought to 
suffer. 

There is a time in youtly when the 
body, not the mind, has attained matu- 
rity—a time, when amid the storms of 
passion, reason’s feeble voice is scarce- 
ly heard—a time when inexperience 
blinds the eye, and pleasure, like an 
opiate, lulls the conscience fatally to 
sleep—a time when the paths of sin, 
though they end in death, are by the 
arts of Satan strewed with flowers—a 
time when all restraint, though imposed 
by mercy’s self, seems hard and galling ; 
—there is in youth a time like this, and 
this is that which is commonly spent at 
college, when for the want of means te 
prevent temptation, they are most ex- 
posed to the sedueements of wicked 
and.designing persons. ‘Fhis is so true 
and so frequent, that through a life of 
half a century, and for the greater part 
of this spent in being taught or in teach- 
ing others, there has been no one sub- 
ject on which my mind has dwelt with 
deeper and more melancholy regret 
than this, viz.—that there were not in 
our seminaries of learning some way 
invented, or some power reserved, by 
which the temptation might be sup- 
pressed ; and thus the crime prevented, 
or at least the tempter, for example’s 
sake, more severely punished ;—some 
way, I say, by which our youth, when 
removed from the guardian eye of their 
parents, might contend with vice on 
more equal terms—might be taught, at 
least, the use of weapons of self-defence, 
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before they are brought, as in our city 
colleges, to contend unarmed with the 
worst enemies of their happiness— 
those who find it their interest or mali- 
cious pleasure, to seduce them from 
their studies into vice and dissipation. 
And here—may God be praised both 
for the suggestion and the way to ac- 
complish it—this much desired means 
of preventing evils which no.collegiate 
laws can cure (till that cure come too 
late,) is now before you. Pur your 
SEMINARY ON YOUR OWN DOMAIN}; BE 
OWNERS OF THE SOIL ON WHICH YOU 
DWELL, ANDLET THE TENURE OF EVERY 
LEASE AND DEED DEPEND ON THE EX- 
PRESSED CONDITION, THAT NOTHING 
DETRIMENTAL TO THE MORALS AND 
STUDIES OF YOUTH BE ALLOWED ON 
THE PREMISES. ‘This condition, while 
it secures good men for the first settlers, 
will ensure them such for ever; and in 
so doing, will close up the greatest, 
widest, and most fatal avenues to vice. 

This-expedient is so beneficial that it 
finds a friend in every parent’s bosom ; 
and it is so practicable, that the wonder 
is not at its intricate nature, but that, 
in a country like ours, it has not been 
before adopted. It is an expedient 
which embraces so effectually the vital 
interests of our seminary, as singly and 
of itself to extinguish all objections. 
We, therefore, might spare ourselves 
the pains to state them; for were they 
ever so numerous, and with ever se 
much plausibility urged against us, this 
one feature of our plan would, like 
Aaron’s red, devour and destroy them. 

But, however convincing may be our 
reasons for fixing on a country place 
as the site of our seminary, yet there 
are some objections which, though of 
minor consideration, seem to be urged 
with so muchcandour and simplicity, 
as to deserve an answer. 

It is said that there are manifold 
difficulties in opening a new oountry, 
and that these will retard the operation 
of our seminary. 

We answer, that however great the 
difficuities, the object we have in view 
is still greater; and to minds bent upon 
doing the will of their Master, these 
difficulties will but add fuel to the flame 
of desire to accomplish it to the glory 
-of God and the good of posterity. Be- 
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sides, if those who will have to encoun- 
ter these difficulties do not complain, 
others, it might reasonably be supposed, 
would be silent. As to retarding the 
operations of our seminary, we believe 
our plan will have an effect immedi- 
ately and directly contrary. 

It is understood that our seminary is 
to go into operation in the house and 
on the place of my present residence 
near Worthington, Franklin county, 
immediately after the rising of the pre- 
sent convention. If the buildings there 
should prove insufficient to accommo- 
date the students, others of a temporary 
nature might be erected, or houses 
hired in the neighbourhood. Here the 
seminary, in all its branches, from the 
grammar scheol through all the courses 
of collegiate instruction to those of 
theology, as required by our canons, 
might proceed ; and while this is doing, 
and perhaps as prosperously doing as 
if our conveniences were still greater, 
will it be an appalling and dishearten- 
ing circumstance that such a plan as 
this is in operation for the future benefit 
ofthe church? Will the consideration 
that we have an ample domain under 
the specified salutary regulations on 
which our lands are clearing and build- 
ings-erecting, and to which are drawing 
the best feelings and wishes of our 
country as to a centre of hope and pro- 
mise— will this retard the present ope- 
rations of our seminary? Will this dis- 
courage the young men whose names 
are first enrolled on the pages of its 
records? On the contrary, the pros- 
pect of the future utility, greatness, and 
glory, of our institution founded under 
such auspices as these, will, it should 
seem, unite all hearts and animate all 
endeavours to build up its walls and 
adorn its palaces. By giving this firm- 
ness, though but in prospect, to its 
foundation, and by thus exhibiting its 
future stength to public view, more 
courage even for the present will be in- 
spired—more strength will be exercised 
in removing even present difficulties. 
For who does not know that man’s 
present endeavours are in proportion 
to his future hopes? 

If 1 were to judge in this matter from 
my present feelings, and if it were prv- 
per to express them here, J should be 
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compelled to declare my great dislike 
to the confining of our views within the 
contracted sphere marked out by some 
for a city seminary; and that both my 
judgment and my feelings accord witb 
the expressed opinion of benefactors in 
England, I myselfam witness, and here 
do testify. 

If from general principles we now 
descend to particulars, and ask where 
are the places which hold out facilities 
to carry this our favourite plan into full 
effect, [ answer, as is known to many, 
they are more than one; and may be 
found in stiJl greater numbers. Let it 
be known that this institution may be 
established on any eligible grounds with- 
in such or such circumference of the 
centre of the diocese, and let that 
ground be specified by the proper autho- 
rity, and there is no doubt of our re- 
ceiving the most liberal offers. Among 
those of this nature which, since the 
meeting of our last convention, have 
arrested my attention, is a munificent 
donation of 1000 acres of land on Alum 
creek, about 12 miles north of Colum- 
bus. This was made by Mrs. Betsey 
Reed, of Putnam, near Zanesville. The 
promise of a deed of the same being 
put at my disposal, either for the bi- 
shop’s fund or the Theological Semi- 
nary, and thus the church, in any event, 
being certain of the land, | caused it to 
be surveyed, and a site for our seminary 
(should the convention think proper to 
establish it thereon) be selected-—eleven 
acres to be cleared and fenced—seed 
to be sown, and a house, though of un- 
hewn logs, to be erected and covered, 
(24 by 36 feet, including galleries) and 
the floors to be laid. 

This site may not be superior to 
others which may be hereafter offered ; 
but it is such as has pleased me and all 
who have examined it. Elevated on a 
gradual rise of 150 feet above the water 
of the creek, in the distance west, of 
about 80 perches, the grounds com- 
mand a view three different ways of 
many miles, while the country is dry, un- 
dulating, and fertile, all around. These 
are the grounds which, through means 
purely providential, have been thrown 
upon your notice, and these their quali- 
ties courting your acceptance. But by 
no means would I urge you to receive 
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them, if they be not accompanied by 
other offers from neighbouring land- 
holders, which it is so much their in- 
terest to make. It would be a deed so 
manifestly unreasonable for our semi- 
nary to enrich a neighbouring landlord, 
by more than doubling the value of his 
estate, while he withholds all contribu- 
tions to the same—that rather than 
submit to such imposition, my predilec- 
tions in favour of the site selected would 
vanish, and my mind be open to similar 
offers from other places. 

And lest my proceedings should be 
in any wise construed into a semblance 
of a pledge of myself or the convention, 
to fix.our seminary on the proposed 
ground, all that has been done has been 
at my own expense, and on my own 
responsibility. The labour which was 
given on a part of three days, was a 
gratuity by the neighbours, to bring 
the place and plan into notice; and 
was performed under the repeated as- 
surance that on their part it was a risk 
—a voluntary gift, under the contin- 
gency of the approbation of the con- 
vention. 

Thus, as was my duty, have I laid 
both my sentiments and actions touche 
ing our seminary, before this conven- 
tion. If you, my brethren, interpret 
them as favourably.as my endeavours 
have been done, sincerely to secure the 
best interests of the church, I shall be 
most happy. 

Having thus tried, by the grace of 
God, to do my duty in this important 
matter, am | not commanded by my 
station, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to tell you what is yours? Act 
then solely for the good of the seminary, 
and however you may wish it were 
consistent with ¢hat good, that the same 
were placed at your ewn doors respec- 
tively—yet remember that God willeth 
that, in deliberating on this subject, 
you lay aside all sectional, partial, and 
self-interested views. The nature of 
the funds of which you are now to dis- 
pose—given in a foreign land, from the 
purest motives of Christian love, and 
confided to your disposal with a magna- 
nimity worthy of apostolic days, seems 
to call on you as God once called on 
Moses, for more than ordinary consider- 
ation—“ Pull off thy shoes from off thy 
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feet, for the place whereon thou stand- 
est is holy ground”—yes, beyond dis- 
pute, too holy to entertain any senti- 
ments other than those of zeal and 
unanimity in the pursuit of the one 
great design which gave birth to all 
our efforts, viz. that of founding and 
erecting a seminary, not for the aggran- 
dizement of any city, town, or village, 
but for the general encouragement of 
religion and learning, in the education 
of pious young men for the Christian 
ministry 

It behoves me now to speak of the 
employment of my own time, and the 
discharge of my official duties. —-Several 
causes have prevented me from making 
any distant visitations since November. 
The usual badness of the roads during 
the winter and spring months, would 
have made distant appointments quite 
uncertain.—A long absence from my 
family had introduced derangements 
and necessities which required my pre- 
sence for some months to regulate. 
The interests of our institution aiso re- 
quired that I should be at home to ex- 
amine in the vicinity of the centre of 
the state, the proper sites for its estab- 
lishment, and to collect and superintend 
a few students with whom to commence 
operations when our seminary shall be 
regularly opened.—-These reasons, to- 
gether with a great desire to promote 
the religious interests of a few parishes 
around me, in which I have constantly 
officiated as a parochial clergyman, 
have prevented any distant visitations. 

It is one among the most pleasing 
incidents which I have to relate, that 
on the first day of May, I conducted 
the solemnities of laying the corner- 
stone of St. Peter’s church, in Dela- 
ware. It will be a neat edifice, entirely 
of stone, 40 feet in length, with a steeple 
of 16 feet (breadth of both in propor- 
tion ; built after a gothic model, kindly 
presented to me by Mr. Wilson, of 
Iberry house, near London. Of the 
£ 100 sterling given me by the Right 
Hon. Countess Dowager of Ross, for 
the express purpose of assisting in the 
erection of a few country chapels, I 
have promised this parish $ 100, pro- 
vided the church be finished this year, 
and on these terms I have no doubt of 
their gratefully receiving the money. 
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The Rev. Ezra B. Kellogg, who for 
his many virtues and great usefulness 
in the church is much esteemed, and 
whose absence from this convention { 
deeply deplore, has gone, on account 
of his health, with his family to the east- 
ward. He told me when parting that 
he might return, but his extreme ill 
health rendered it somewhat uncertain. 
Under this most afflicting dispensation, 
I can only look up to God and say, 
thy will be done. ‘ 

At the special and very satisfactory 
recommendation of the Rev. Mr. Ward, 
and the Rev. Dr. Chapman, of Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky, | have removed the sus- 
pension from the Rev. Joab G. Cooper, 
and restored him to full standing in the 
Christian ministry. 

Confirmations have been held in the 
following places :—Chillicothe, Worth- 
ington, Delaware, and Zanesville. 

With regard to our affairs in Eng- 
land, it becomes my duty to state, that 
besides the permanent fund, now rising 
of 5000 guineas, there remained at the 
last advices, a large collection of books 
still in London, given by different most 
benevolent individuals; also the stereo- 
type plates for our Prayer Book, and 
a separate fund for a most complete set 
of printing types, to carry into effect 
an essential part of our plan. Of the 
books given in England, already ar- 
rived in America, some, together with 
112 pairs of blankets, a large pair of 
globes, and a set of mathematical in- 
struments, are on their way from New- 
York hither. 

The books from England, already 
come to hand, and now embodied in 
the iibrary, are 436. These, added to 
what we had before, (about 700 vols. ) 
and to what are still in London for us, 
will cause our hearts to sing for joy; 
for a better selection, both for’ piety 
and sound learning, is scarcely to be 
found. Besides the books enumerated 


already in our library, there were many .- 


duplicates to be distributed among our 
clergy and infant parishes. A whole 
box of these, consisting of many hun- 
dreds, principally of publications by 
that most estimable society for Promot- 
ing Christian Knowledge, was the gift 
of one to whom we are already so much 
indebted, and whose name we shall 
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never mention but with blessings, the 
Right Hon. Lady Countess Dowager 
of Ross. 

I have now, my brethren, after a 
very imperfect manner, brought my 
address nearly toa close. During the 
course of this duty, my mind has under- 
gone a painful restraint, from which I 
rejoice to be set free, though but fora 
moment. 

Ihave been, through necessity, speak- 
ing solely of outward things ; let us now 
speak of those things which concern 
the heart and the spirit; I mean our 
prayers to God for his blessing on all 
we do. Pray ye then for the good of 
eur loved Zion. ‘Till very lately, a 
cloud dark and heavy hung over her 
infant head; and even now, the light 
which, by God’s mercy, has broken in 
upon us from the east, serves but to 
discover how weak we are; and though 
on the bosom of the tempest which 
surrounds us, British benevolence has 
painted the rainbow of hope, yet that 
hope must be cherished with faith, and 
that faith must live by the breath of 
prayer. O pray we then, to him who or- 
dereth the storm for our trial, and send- 
eth the rain for our comfort. Though 
in ruins, cast us not off for ever, O God 
of mercy. Raise up thy power and 
come amongst us: lift up the light of 
thy countenance upon us, and give us 
peace, both now and evermore.— Amen. 


PuHiILANDER CHaAseE. 
Zanesville, June 1, 1825. 


The Rev. Samuel Johnston was, by 
ballot, elected secretary of the conven- 
tion. 

On motion of Colonel Johnston, put 
by the secretary, resolved, that this 
convention do concur with their bishop 
in the interests which he has expressed 
upon the subject of the seminary, in his 
address delivered before them this day, 
and that he be respectfully requested 
to furnish a copy for publication in the 
Journal. 

The parochial reports furnish the fol- 
lowing aggregate :—Baptisms (adults 9, 
children 33, not specified 14) 56—Mar- 
riage 1—Funerals 5—Catechumens 
164. -Communicants 493. 

Resolved, That the secretary be also 
treasurer of the convention. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the 
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The following preamble and resolu- 
tion were adopted : 

Whereas the character of the church 
is necessarily connected with the walk 
and conversation of such persons as 
are elected to the responsible duties of 
wardens and vestrymen ; therefore, 

Be it resolved by this convention, 
That the different parishes in this dio- 
cese be respectfully requested, at their 
annual meetings, to select, as far as 
possible, communicants only; and that 
at all vestry meetings, the senior war- 
den, or any person whom he may ap- 
point, (provided there be no rector or 
clergyman present,) be requested to 
open the meeting with prayer. 

The following preamble and resolu- 
tions were unanimously adopted : — 

Whereas, though very munificent of- 
fers have been made to the Theological 
Seminary of the diocese of Ohio, yet 
hopes having arisen, from information 
obtained from the members of the con- 
vention, that still more eligible dona- 
tions may yet be made; and whereas 
this convention consider it of vital im- 
portance to the future prosperity of the 
church in Ohio, that the seminary shall 
be permanently established in the best 
possible situation ; 

Resolved, That for the period of ten 
months hereafter, the bishop of the dio- 
cese be respectfully requested to re- 
ceive propositions, in writing, for the 
establishment of said seminary, and to 
lay the same before the convention at 
their next meeting. 

And be it further resolved, That the 
bishop be respectfully requested to 
cause notices to be inserted in at least 
six of the most public newspapers with- 
in the state of Ohio, inviting proposals 
for the establishment of said seminary. 

Resolved, That until arrangements 
are made for the convenient accommo- 
dation of the Theological Seminary at 
the place of its permanent location, the 
board of trustees be authorized and re- 
spectfully requested to cause its opera- 
tions to commence as soon as possible 
at the bishop’s present residence, near 
Worthington : provided that nothing in 
this resolution contained shall be con- 
strued as determining the permanent 
location of the seminary. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this 
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convention and of the church are due 
to those persons who in different places 
have generously offered donations of 
land, money, labour, and materials, to 
aid in the establishment of the Theolo- 
gical Seminary. 

Resolved, That this convention, as 
guardians under God of the interests of 
the church in this diocese, is deeply 
impressed with grateful feeling towards 
Mrs. Betsey Reed, for her most gene- 
rous and munificent donation, whether 
the same be designated to the bishop’s 
fund or to the Theological Seminary. 


The following preamble and resolu- 
tion by Colonel Johnston, were unani- 
mously adopted :— 

Whereas the worship of Almighty 
God, in morning and evening prayer, 
together with the reading of the holy 
Scriptures, has always been considered 
no less a means of grace than a privi- 
lege and duty of a Christian ; : 

Be it therefore earnestly recommend 
ed as the sense of this convention, that 
every family in the church observe this 
pious custom.* 


The following preamble and resolu- 
tion were adopted :— 

Whereas the practice of mixing in 
the fashionable amusements of the 
world, is inconsistent with the prin- 





* Fruitless will be the prayers as well as the 
endeavours of the ministers of Christ, unless 
you also can be excited to pray for yourselves. 
Prayer is to the soul what culture is to the soil; 
it fits and prepares it both to receive the seed 
of God’s word, and to render the dews and 
showers of heavenly grace availing. To this one 
point of duty, therefore, I would call your at- 
tention; for, without it, all the means of grace 
which you enjoy, will be as if they never were. 
Pray RA 
others will be lost upon you. In secret, beg 
God to give you a sense of your sins, and show 
you your undone condition by nature; or the 
offers of pardon made to you in the Gospel, 
will have no power to excite your love. Com- 
mence, and continue, the worship of God in 
your families ; or God will not commence, nor 
continue, his work of grace to the salvation 
of yourselves and households. On the morn- 
ing and evening lesson, read with solemnity 
according to the appointment of the church; 
never cease to implore the heavenly blessing, 
that God, *‘ who hath caused all holy Scriptures 
to be written for our learning, would be pleased 
to direct and sanctify your hearts, that you may 
so read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, 
that by patience and comfort of his holy word, 
you may embrace und ever hold fast the blessed 
hope of everlasting life.” — Bishop Chase’s Ad- 
dress tq the Laitu, in Convention of 1823. 


en for yourselves, or the prayers of 
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ciples of Christianity, and has a direct 
tendency to check the progress of vital 
religion : 

Therefore, resolved, as the sense of 
this convention, That it be earnestly 
recommended to the members of the 
church to abstain from frequenting 
balls, and other places of vain amuse- 
ment; and that they likewise use their 
influence with their families and de- 
pendants, to induce them to abandon 
such practices. 


The following appointments were 
made :— 

The standing committee : The Rev. 
Roger Searle, the Rev. Samuel John- 
ston, the Rev. Intrepid Morse, the Rev. 
John Hall; Colonel John Johnston, 
Bezaleel Wells, Esq. Noah M. Bronson, 
Esq. William Little. 

Trustees of the bishop’s fund: John 
Matthews, William Little, and Samuel 
Bell, Esq. 

Delegates to the General Conven- 
tion: The Rev. Roger Searle, the 
Rev. Samuel Johnston; Bezaleel Wells, 
Esq. Colonel John Johnston. 


Resolved, That this convention ten- 
ders its thanks to the citizens of Zanes- 
ville and Putnam, for the hospitable 
kindness shown by them to the mem- 
bers; and also to the Methodist and 
Presbyterian societies of the former 
place, for the use of their houses of 
public worship. 

Resolved, That the next meeting of 
this convention be held in the parish of 
Trinity church, Columbus. 


After an affectionate exhortation to 
the practical duties of Christianity, 
prayers were offered, the Episcopal 
blessing pronounced, and the conven- 
tion adjourned sine die. 


The following are from appendices 
to the journal of the above convention. 


Ain Act to incorporate the Theological Semi- 
nary of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the Diocese of Ohio. 

Whereas John MCorkle and Charles 
Hammord, a committee appointed on be- 
half of the convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the diocese of Ohio, 
have, by their petition to this General As. 
sembly, represented that a seminary for 
theological education has been established 
by said convention within this state; and 
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Proceedings of the 


in order to the more convenient manage- 
ment of the concerns of the said seminary, 
and to the permanency of its establish- 
thent in this state, have prayed that the 
said seminary may be incorporated— 
Therefore, 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General 
Assembly of the state of Ohio, That the 
Right Reverend Philander Chase, now 
bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the diocese of Ohio, Roger Searie, In- 
trepid Morse, Ezra B. Kellogg, Samuel 
Johnston, Bezaleel Wells, Wiiliam K. 
Bond, John Johnston, and Charles Ham- 
mond, the present trustees of the said se- 
minary, and their successors, appointed in 
conformity with the provisions of the con- 
stitution of said seminary as now esta- 
blished, be, and they are hereby consti- 
tuted a body corporate and politic, in fact 
and in name, by the name of the ** Theo- 
logical Seminary of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the diocese of Obio;” and 
by that name shall have succession, and 
be capable in la‘v of suing and being sued, 
defending and being defended, in all courts 
and places, and in all manner of actions, 
causes, and complaints whatsoever; and 
may have a common seal, and change the 
same at their discretion: and by that name 
and style shall be capable in law and equity 
ef taking and holding by devise and other- 
wise, or of purchasing, holding, and en- 
joying to them and their successors, any 
real estate in fee simple or otherwise, any 
goods, chattels, and personal estate, and 
of selling, leasing, mortgaging, or other- 
wise disposing of said real and personal 
estate, or any part thereof, as they may 
think proper: Provided, that the clear an- 
nual income of such real and personal 
estate, exclusive of any lands or tenements 
that may be occupied by the said seminary 
for its accommodation, or that of its offi- 
cers or professors, shall not exceed the 
sum of twenty thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. That the present trustees of said 
seminary, and their successors in office, 
under the constitution thereof as now esta- 
blished, or as the same may be hereafter 
altered or amended, shall have the care 
and management of said seminary, and of 
its estate and property, and shall have 
power from time to time to sell or other- 
wise dispose of its estate and property, 
and to apply the avails thereof, and all 
other funds of said seminary, for its bene- 
fit and advantage, as they shall deem ex- 
pedient; and shall also have power, in 
conformity with the provisions of the con- 
stitution of said seminary, to make bye 
laws and ordinances for the appointment 
of professors and other officers of said 
seminary, for regulating the duties apd 
conduct of the professors, officers, and 
students therein, for conducting its busi- 
ness and concerns, and generally for the 
good government of the same: provided 
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the same be not inconsistent with the con- 
stitution and laws of the United States, or 
of this state. 

Sec. S. That this act be, and is hereby 
declared a public act; and that the same 
be construed, in all courts and other places, 
benignly and favourably for every benefi- 
cial purpose thereim intended. 

Sec. 4. That the General Assembly may 
at any time hereafter modify or repeal this 
act; but no such modification er repeal 
shall divert the real and personal estate of 
the seminary to any other purpose than 
the education of ministers of the Gospel 
in the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America. 


M. T. WitttaMms, Speaker of the House 
of Representatives. 
Aten Trimste, Speaker of the Senate. 


December 29, 1824. 


Preamble and Resolution of the Board of 
Trustees of the Theological Seminary of 
Ohio. 


Whereas the convention of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church within the diocese 
of Ohio, at their late session, (in June, 
1825,) did authorize and direct that the 
trustees of the Theological Seminary 
should take immediate measures for open- 
ing said seminary on the premises of the 
bishop, near Worthington, and for conti- 
nuing the same there until a permanent 
location be made: Therefore, resolved, by 
the board of trustees aforesaid, that the 
bishop is hereby authorized and empower- 
ed to cause to be commenced the different 
courses of instruction which may be ne- 
cessary in the same; to employ teachers, 
a steward, and all other persons proper 
and necessary to carry the views of the 
board into effect to fix and regulate their 
compensation, the price of tuition, board- 
ing, washing, and lodging ; and to exer- 
cise all the controlling power over the 
said seminary which is generally custom- 
ary in incorporated seminariés. The board 
reserving to themselves, at all times, the 
power, in conjunction with the bishop, of 
repealing, altering, or amending, any such 
rules or regulations as aforesaid. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of * the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Missionary Societwwith- 
in and for the Diocese of Ohio.” 


The society proceeded to the election 
of the following gentlemen, as a board of 
managers for the ensuing year :—The Rev. 
Roger Searle, the Rev. John Armstrong, 
the Rev. Samuel Johnston, the Rev. Intre- 
pid Morse; Bezaleel Wells, Esq. Colonel 
John Johnston, Henry Brush, Esq. Arory 
Battles, Esq. Mr. William Sparrow, Mr. 
William Little, and Mr. A. I. McDowel. 

The managers proceeded to elect, from 
their own number, the officers required by 
the sixth article of the constitution ; where- 
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upon the following persons were duly cho- 
sen, viz.—T he Right Rev. Philander Chase, 
D. D. (ex offcie) president; the Rev. Roger 
Searle, vice-president; the Rev. Samuel 
Johnston, treasurer; the Rev. Intrepid 
Morse, corresponding secretary ; Mr. Wil- 
liam Sparrow, recording secretary. 


ANNUAL REPORT. 


The managers of *‘ the Protestant Epis- 
copal Missionary Society within and for 
the Diocese of Ohio,” submit the follow- 
ing report of their proceedings :— 

Agreeably to the solicitations of many 
of the members of the society, the presi- 
dent and several of the clergy, by commu- 
nicating with their brethren to the east- 
ward, have endeavoured to prevail on some 
individuals to emigrate to the west, with 
a view of performing missionary services, 
all of whose exertions have been ineffec- 
tual; and knowing that this disappoint- 
ment would seriously affect the small pa- 
rishes formed, there was no other way 
than for the clergy, as hitherto, to devote 
a portion of their time to the destitute 
parishes ardently anxious for the minis- 
tration of the word and sacraments. This 
has been done as far as practicable; and 
although their own immediate cures have 
felt the want of their regular services, the 
church at large, we trust, has been bene- 
fitted by their labours. 

It is a subject of sincere regret, that no 
missionaries can be obtained to assist in 
preserving our destitute parishes from 
utter extinction: the only course, how- 
ever, is to submit with patience and re- 
signation to what is undoubtedly the sove- 
reign will of a righteous Providence. 

The managers respectfully entreat the 
clergy to redouble their exertions in be- 
half of our spiritual Israel; and both cler- 
gy and laity we would exhort to use un- 
remitted and earnest prayer, that the 
great Head of the church may send forth 
into this portion of his fold, pastors after 
his own heart, who will feed the famish- 


ing flocks with the bread of life, and give ~ 


them to drink of the waters of salvation. 

Owing to sickness, the state of the roads, 
and various other causes, the clergy, since 
we last assembled, have not extended their 
labours beyond the bounds of their respec- 
tive parishes as much as hitherto. In theen- 
suing summer we hope it may be otherwise. 

By reference to the reports made to the 
bishop, both last fall and at the present 
convention, particularly to the former, 
may be seen the amount of missionary ser- 
vices performed in our diocese. 

The managers desire that the different 
congregations be respectfully requested 
to continue their collections in behalf of 
the society, and that none of them be de- 
terred from this duty through an appre- 
hension that the sums to be realized will 
fall short of their wishies. 


Vor. IX. 
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Not less imperious is the duty of every 
church, however limited its means, to 
form within itself an auxiliary to the pa- 
rent institution. In this way only can the 
society be sustained. “ Be merciful after 
thy power.” “ If thou hast much, give plen- 
teously. If thou hast little, do thy diligence 
gladly to give of that little; for 20 gather- 
est thou thyself a good reward in the day of 
necessity.” 

Those delinquent in paying their ar- 
rearages, are once more reminded of the 
necessity of attention to their duty. 

At the last meeting of ‘he society, the 
treasurer submitted his report, which was 
read and approved ; as also that of his suc- 
cessor at the present convention; both of 
which are now published. 

The managers take this opportunity to 
acknowledge with gratitude the kindness 
of Mrs. L. McDonough, of Middletown, 
Connecticut, in a donation to this society 
of land, through the medium of the Fo- 
reign and Domestic Missionary Society. 
They also feel gratified in recording, to 
the praise of the memory of the late Hon. 
P. S. Van Rensselaer, of Albany, New- 
York, the liberality he manifested in ad. 
dition to his assistance when collections 


were made in behalf of the society in Ale. 


bany, that of his liberal donation of fifty 
Bibles* to the institution. 

While we mourn the scarcity of clergy- 
men, let us devoutly supplicate the great 
Head of the church, that the seminary for 
the education of pious youth for the Gos- 
pel ministry, which his gracious provi- 
dence has enabled us to establish, may, in 
due time, furnish many heralds of the 
Gospel of peace, who shall be successful 
in winning souls to Christ. 


Paitanver Cuase, President. 
Attested, William Sparrow, Secretary. 
—_ 


Convention of Rhode-Island. 


WE are incebted to the Gospel Ad- 
vocate for September, for a notice of 
the meeting of the annual conve 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
Rhode-Island, which was held on Wed- 
nesday, the 15th of June last, in St. 
Michael’s church, Bristol— It ap- 
peared from the parochial reports, that 
during the last year there had been, in 
the five churches in this state, 78 bap- 
tisms, 36 marriages, and 69 deaths. 
The whole number of communicants is 
now about 600.” Alexander Jones 
was appointed treasurer, and Charles 





+ 


* Reported through inadvertence, by the late 
Rev. P. Chase, jun. as the gift of the Albany 
Bible and Prayer Book Sogiety. 

40 













































































I I I a 


= 
te 
> ee 





~ Pe ene ‘ot faa B 
tien. id lincciia ea as — 








$14 Welsh Antiquities. 


F.Tillinghast secretary. The stand- 
ing committee consists of the Rev. Sal- 
mon Wheaton, the Rev.-Nathan B. 
Crocker, the Rev. George Taft, the 
Rev. Lemuel Burge, the Rev. Charles 
H. Alden; and Messrs. Thomas L. 
Halsey, Stephen T. Northam, John B. 
Braid, Lemuel C. Richmond, Alexan- 
der Jones. The delegates to the Ge- 
neral Convention are, the Rev. Nathan 
B. Crocker, the Rev. Salmon Wheaton, 
the Rev. George Taft, the Rev. Charles 
H.Alden ; and Messrs. Nathaniel Searle, 
Stephen T. Northam, Samuel Slater, 
Alexander Jones. 

We regret that we cannot communi- 
cate any thing farther in relation to this 
convention. It is one of the objects of 
the Christian Journal, to preserve a re- 
cord of the transactions of the church 
in every diocese in the Union, so that 
those transactions may become known 
to Episcopalians generally, and that 
posterity may be at no loss fer her early 
history. We have ourselves a high esti- 
mate of the importance of this informa- 
tion, and we have reason to believe that 
the great mass.of our readers estimate 
it no less highly: and we respectfully 
suggest to the secretary of every con- 
vention whose journal is not regularly 
published, to form, as soon after its rise 
as may be convenient, a condensed ac- 
count of the proceedings of the -same, 
and transmit it for publication in this 
Journal. 


ss 


From the North Wales Gazette of the 5th Maye 
Welsh Antiquities. 


VatuaB_e Historica Anrique.—Mr. 
Holford, of Kilgwyn, had upon a part of 
his estate, at a considerable distance from 
the mansion, a pyramidal stone, of prodi- 
gious magnitude, which he was desirots 
of removing near the house, but was de- 
terred from the attempt by its apparent 
impracticability. In his absence, Mr. Hol- 
ford, jun. with the view of giving his fa- 
ther an agreeable surprise upon his re- 
turn, collected a great number of the 
neighbouring tenantry to essay its remo- 
val. The whole lateral pressure of earth 
having been removed, a team of five-and- 
twenty horses were put to, and succeeded, 
with some difficulty, in dislodging this 
ponderous mass from its site, and exposed 
to view a tablet, with the following in- 
scription :— 

A PAWL A BRECEIhOdd un yvan 
hon hyd FLWdd An Ad Xxviii. 


[No. 10. 


AG ELim AP OWen Goch 
AL AddwydAC -CAd iwydunman 
oaco f prec thy erift 1604. 


Which, when translated, we take to be— 
* St. Paul ached on this spot, about 
the year of our Lord 48;” and Elim ap 
Owen Goch suffered martyrdom, and was 
buried in the same place, for preaching 
Christ, 1604. This is an antique of con- 
siderable importance in an historical point 
of view, determining, as far as such evi- 
dence can, the hypothesis of our learned 
diocesan, that St. Paul preached the Gos- 
pel in Britain. When this inscription was 
made does not appear ; but even admitting 
it was as late as the early part of the 17th 
century, it shows the existence of a tradi- 
tion to that effect, or of some historical 
record, of which this tablet is probably a 
transcript. From the distinctness of the 
date, we are inclined to think the latter ; 
and that our ancestors were desirous of 
transmitting this interesting fact to pos- 
terity is apparent, from the immense la- 
bour which must have attended the se- 
pulture of this tablet. We congratulate 
the principality upon the discovery of this 
ancient relic; and we congratulate the 
bishop of St. David’s upon the discovery 
of this strong corroborating evidence, that 
Great Britain (aye, that Carmarthenshire) 
is within the limits of St. Clement’s—a 
point for which his lordship had contended 
long and earnestly, and, as we think, suc- 
cessfully. The discovery of this interest- 
ing tablet determined Mr. Holford to ex- 
amine a eairn, or tumulus, also upon his 
property ; the result of which was the dis- 
covery of two earthen vases, one of which, 
through the carelessness of the workmen, 
was broken; the other, in which were hu- 
man bones, was preserved. Under these 
also was found a tablet, with an inscrip- 
tion, partly Welsh and partly corrupt La-: 
tin, of which the following is a transcript : 
Hic JACET iN kAIRN hoN 
CoRpvs Lypvs 
DA Escop TRECASTELL 
Lloscod AD. 427 


This bears the date of the fifth century, 
and is inscribed to the memory of Lupus, 
bishop of Trecastle, whose remains it is 
supposed they contain. Both these disco- 
veries were made in the parish of Moth- 
vey; and if an examination were set on 
foot generally in the principality, we are 
sanguine that many valuable antiques may 
be rescued from oblivion, and that’ the 
cause of history would be materially be- 
nefitted by the recovery. We should have 
observed, that in digging up the tablet 
which records St. Paul’s preaching in this 
island, human bones and ashes were found. 
The pyramidal stone (one of the meini hi- 
rion alluded to in Archdeacon Beynon’s 
address at the opening of the Cymreigyd- 
don meeting in our hall) was formerly sur- 
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rounded with a hedge. Since its deporta- 
tion to the lawn at Kilgwyn, part of it has 
been polished, and it proves to be a block 
of red marble, beautifully variegated with 
blue veins. The farm on which the stone 
stood was formerly called Gelly-maen, ob- 
viously deriving its name from the stone. 
The other inscription, it will be seen, re- 
cords the martyrdom of Elim ap Owen 
Goch, for preaching Christ.” 


The following article is copied from the 
Gospel Advocate for September. The 
amiable subject of it was not unknown in 
this city; where her father, the first con- 
sul-general fromGreat Britain to theUnited 
States, resided for many years. No apology 
is required for transferring it to the pages 
of the Christiam Journal. 


Memoirs of Mre. Elizabeth Bowdoin Win- 
throp. 


“‘ Tur graces.of the Christian character 
are unobtrusive and retiring; and as they 
shrink from observation during the lives of 
their possessors, so we would not needless- 
ly force them into notice after their death. 
Yet there are occasions in which it is not 
only proper, but an imperious duty, to 
speak of the virtues of departed Christians, 
to the intent that others may follow their 
good example, and “ glorify theip Father 
who is in heaven.” The characters of good 
men in public life, are in a manner the pro- 
perty of the community. This is equally 
true, we conceive, of the character of the 
excellent lady, the subject of the follow- 
ing notice. Hers was truly a public life ; 
but in.a sense so peculiar, as in no degree 
to be inconsistent with that private worth 
and those domestic virtues, which consti- 
tute the appropriate excellence of the 
female character. On the contrary, it was 
the very eminent manner in which she 
performed the more private duties of do- 
mestic life, which gave her that distin- 
guished station in society which she so 
admirably filled. Hers was not a distinc- 
tion proceeding from any design to attract 
attention or court applause. It was the 
unavoidable effect of uncommon merit in 
the most elevated rank in society. “A 
city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.” 

“ Mrs. Elizabeth Bowdoin Winthrop, 
wife of the Hon. Thomas L. Winthrop, was 
the oldest daughter of Sir John Temple, 
Bart.; who married Elizabeth, the only 
daughter of Gov. Bowdoin. She was edu- 
cated principally in the family of her 
grandfuther Bowdoin, who took a deep 
interest in her character znd welfare; and 
for whom she felt a very high veneration 
through life. At the age of sixteen years, 
she married the Hoa. Thomas L. Winthrop. 
Previously to her marriage, she continued 
most of the time with her grandfather, 
and she frequently resided with him for 
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some time afterwards. While in his fa- 
mily she became acquainted with most of 
the distinguished foreigners who visited 
Boston, during and after the revolutionary 
war, as well as with many of the most- 
distinguished persons in our own country. 
Her personal beauty and the elegance of 
her manners attracted much attention from 
those who were too much strangers to her 
to know how small a portion of her worth 
they constituted. Lut although she was 
thus much engaged in society, she was 
not so allured by its fascinations as to be 
unmindful of the higher duties of the 
Christian life. She ever after spoke with 
much interest of the conversations which, 
she had with her grandfather at this peri- 
od, on religious subjects; particularly on 
the hopes and prospects of a future life. 
‘In the subsequent parts of her life she 
was also much in society. She had a 
large circle of acquaintances and friends, 
to whom her dignity and sweetness of man- 
ners, her interesting and instructive con- 
versation, and her amiable, affectionate, 
excellent character, became a centre of 
attraction. She did not deem. it necessary 
to withdraw from society, in order to sup- 
port the Christian character, so much as 
many excellent persons have done. And 
if all ‘who profess and call themselves 
Christians’ would be careful to adhere to 
their Christian profession with the same 
propriety and consistency that her deport- 
ment and conversation exhibited, even in 
the gayest circles in which she was seen, 
it would do much to remove the objections 
of those who are the most rigidly opposed 
to her opinion. It was remarked by a 
clergyman who had the best opportunities 
of rightly estimating it, that he regarded 
it the most remarkable trait of her cha- 
racter, that she could with such facility 
and pleasure, enter upon moral and religi- 
ous conversation, in whatever situation she 
might be placed. Her religious feelings 
and opinions were nota matter of only 
occasional indulgence or cultivation; but 
they seemed to be ever present to her 
mind, regulating her thoughts and her 
conversation, even in situations where too 


many would perhaps regard them as un- — 


welcome. 

* Let it not be supposed, however, that 
the indulger<e with which she regarded 
general society, led her to countenance 
mere idle dissipation ; much less to attend 
upon those public amusements, which al- 
most all Christians have agreed in con- 
demning as pernicious and destructive. 
She would here indeed have found no 
place suited to serious reflections or re- 
ligious conversation, and she went not 


where these would necessarily be unsea- . 


sonable and inconsistent. Thus she ful- 
filled the command, to ‘come out from 
the world,’ not by secluding herself from 
her extensive circle of acquaintances, but 
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by abstaining from those customs and 
amusements which are injurious or crimi- 
nal in their character and tendency, and 
by such a deportment in the performance 
of her social duties, and in the enjoyment 
of those pleasures of society which she 
regarded as innocent and useful, as ex- 
hibited in the most favourable light the 
influence of the religion of the Gospel 
upon her conduct and feelings. 

* It is scarcely possible perhaps, to esti- 
mate too highly the influence of such a 
deportment in an individual so much re- 
spected and esteemed. Without in any 
degree restraining cheerfulness and inno- 


-cent gaity, it could not but have a power- 


ful tendency to repress the thoughtless 
levity into which cheerfulness and gaiety 
are but too prone to degenerate. How 
much might be effected for the improve- 
ment of society, by the co-operation of but 
a few such individuals. 

“Mrs. Winthrop’s engagements in socie- 
ty, extensive as they were, did not with- 
draw her attention, nor her care, from the 
duties she owed to her family. She had 
early acquired and constantly cultivated 
a correct taste for reading, and was fami- 
liarly acquainted with the best parts of 
English literature, and especially with the 
best poets. This circumstance, ds it gave 
a peculiar charm to her conversation in 
society, rendered it still more interesting 
and instructing in the family circle. She 
often delighted her children with recita- 
tions from Milton and Young, and occa- 
sionally from Pope and Shekepents, and 
other poets. But her favourite study was 
theology, both in its doctrines and its 
pene influence. In the education of 

er children, it was her chief desire that 
they should be moral and religious. She 
often spoke to them of the vanity and in- 
stability of earthly cbjects, and urged up- 
on them the great importance of securing 
their happiness beyond the grave. She 
daily taught them their dependance upon 
God, and their duty of praying to him. 
At the proper period of their age, she 
required all her children to go every day 
to her chamber and say their prayers with 
her, when they arose in the morning, and 
before they retired to bed at night. How 
effectual was her care of the moral an 
religious character of her ‘children, we 
are restrained from saying, by the delicacy 
due to the living. Three have died in their 
youth, after having raised by their lives 
and character, and disappointed in their 
death, the fondest hopes in respect to this 
life, at the same time that they left the 
most consoling hopes in regard to a future 
life. Nine remain, to bear testimony to 
the faithfulness and efficacy of maternal 
care and instruction. Of her performance 
of the tender duties of a wife, it becomes 
us not to speak. That they were most 
faithfully and affectionately performed, 


no one will doubt. But the feelings con- 
nected with this relation are too sacred to 
be the subject of remark. 

“It forms a natural and almost neces. 
sary part of such a character as Mrs. Win- 
throp’s, that she was liberal in her chari- 
ties. The duties she owed to her numer- 
ous family and to others, did not indeed 
leave her time to attend personally to such 
an investigation of the characters and 
wants of the poor, as is necessary to en- 
sure a proper discrimination in adminis- 
tering to their relief; and without which 
giving deserves not the name of charity. 
But she gave freely through the hands of 
those who had more leisure for such in- 
vestigations, in whose judgment she could 
confide, and through the means of our 
numerous charitable societies. 

‘In her religious charities she was 
abundant. She took a deep interest in the 
various plans of Christian benevolence, 
which so signally characterize the present 
age. She rejoiced greatly in the pros- 
perity of the church, and she gave freely 
to promote that prosperity. Nor were her 
benevolent regards confined to the parish 
of which she was a member. She was one 
of the founders of the Female Jews Society 
of this city, and was president of it from 
its foundation till the last anniversary, 
when she declined on account of her feeble 
health.» This society was originally con- 
stituted principally by ladies belonging 
to the Episcopal Church, and was for 
several years in effect, though not in form, 
auxiliary to the London Jews Society, 
which is under the direction of members 
of the church of England. Mrs. Winthrop 
did not withdraw her aid from the society, 
when its exertions were turned into a dif- 
ferent channel, although she could not, as 
a member and a lover of the Episcopal 
Church, approve of all the measures adopt- 
ed subsequent to, and in consequence of 
that change. 

“ Mrs. Winthrop’s life might in many 
respects be regarded as an uncommonly 
prosperous one. Yet it pleased God to 
visit her with repeated and heavy afflic- 
tions. But as she forget not God in her 
prosperity, so he did not leave her with- 
out consolation in her affliction. Of the 
fifteen children, of which she was the 
mother, six preceded her to the grave; 
three in infancy and early childhood, and 


three after having arrived at adult age. 


Her eldest son died at Philadelphia, at 
the age of 22 years, being on his retarn 
from Europe on account of ill health, 
whither he had gone on publick duty. 


Another son died at 20 years of age, at | 


Savannah, on a tour for the benefit of 
his health, having finished his collegiate 
course at Cambridge with the highest 
reputation, and spent some time in the 
study of theology. Both were young mena 
of great promise, of strict morals, anda 
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deep sense of religion. A fortnight pre- 
vious to the death of the last, a pious and 
very lovely daughter died at home, at the 
age of 18 years. These losses, although 
greatly mitigated by the consoling hope 
that the death of her children was their 
unspeakable gain, could not but deeply 
afflict a tender mother. She was indeed 
greatly bowed down, especially by the last 
two-fold stroke. Yet there was no mur- 
muring in her sorrow. She spoke of it as 
the great object, and the fulfilment of 
Christian resignation, to be enabled truly 
to adopt the language of our divine Sa- 
viour, * Not my will but thine be done ;” 
and it is not to be doubted that the grace 
she sought was freely bestowed upon her. 

** The same submission to the divine will, 
with a humble trust in God through the 
merits of the Redeemer, marked her whole 
conduct inher lastsickness. Her disease 
was insidious in its attack, and the cheer- 
fulness with which she bore it, for a time, 
in some measure, deluded her friends from 
the apprehension of its dangerous charac- 
ter. When informed that her diserder 
must prove a mortal one to her, although 
the information was probably unexpected, 
she received it without alarm or surprise. 
She immediately withdrew all her care 
and attention from the things of this life, 
that she might without distraction of mind, 
complete her preparation for the life that 
is to come. 

“‘ When first informed that she must 
soon die, she seemed to feel some appre- 
hension of the sufferings of death, although 
she looked with cheerful hope and con- 
fidence at the prospect beyond the grave. 
As her disease advanced, however, this 
apprehension was taken away, and she 
was enabled to rejoice in the expectation 
of death. Her faith in the promises of 
God was strong, and it supported her to 
the last. All her hopes of forgiveness and 
acceptance with God, and of everlasting 
happiness in him, were founded solely on 
the atonement of Jesus Christ. She had 
a very humble view of her own character, 
not only in respect to its merits in the 
sight of God, but also as it regarded her 
claims upon the attention or kindness of 
her friends. During her sickness, she was 
informed by a son-in-law from a distance, 
that some of his female friends had met for 
the purpose of praying for her in the 
words of our liturgy, that ‘ the Lord would 


visit her with his salvation; deliver her © 


in his good time from her bodily pain, and 
save her soul for his:mercy’s sake, or else 
receive her into those heavenly habita- 
tions, where the souls of those who sleep 
in Jesus enjoy perpetual rest and felicity.’ 
She was much affected, and bursting into 
tears, said she had done nothing to entitle 
her to such sympathy and kindness. 
She suffered much during a part of 
her sickness. At a time when her distress 
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was very severe, she mentioned to her 
children whio were about her, the example 
of a mother, who had kneeled by the bed- 
side of a suffering child and prayed that 
the Lord would be pleased to relieve him, 
even by taking him from her, and then 
said to them, ‘why cannot my children 
pray thus for me?) Whocan tell but that 
it might please him to hear their prayer 
and relieve me from this distress,’ Yet 
she did not complain, but submitted her- 
self wholly to the will of God, and prayed 
earnestly for grace to bear petiently what- 
ever he might see fit to lay upon her. 

** She was too feeble to converse much, 
but in all she did say, she sought to be 
useful. She exhorted her children to be 
constant in their preparation for death, 
and a future world: to let no temporak 
object interfere with their religious duties. 
Within a few days of her death, when her 
voice was already very feeble, she said to 
them, ‘ how delightful, to be able to stand 
before our heavenly Father and say, Lord 
here am I, and the children thou has given 
me.’ She endeavoured to console her hus- 
band and her children, for the loss they 
were about to experience. On one occa- 
sion she said to her daughter, who was 
weeping by her bedside, * My child, why 
do you weep? you ought to be joyful for 
me, be joyful.’ In this elevated and peace- 
ful frame of mind, she continued, while 
her bodily powers decayed, until Saturday 
morning the 25d of July, when she was 
called home to her rest. Her age was 55 
years, 

* We are not disposed to add any re- 
marks upon the character of this excellent 
woman. We feel very sensibly that we 
have not been able to do justice to it. But 
feeble as has been our expression of her 
worth, we are persuaded our readers will 
find in her character, much to admire, 
much to imitate. May it excite them to 
a holy emulation of her virtues. With such 
a standard of Christian virtue, we may 
well exclaim with Solomon, ‘ who can find 
a virtuous woman? the heart of her hus- 
band doth safely trust in her; her children 
arise up, and call her blessed.’ ”* 


Ewes 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 


From the Christian Observer for June, 
we make the following interesting extracts 
relative to the transactions of this society : 

“‘ The last published report commences 
with stating, that the progress of the so- 
ciety’s affairs during the year is such as 
to afford general satisfaction. The num- 
ber of subscribing members amounts to 
about 15,000, of whom 621 have been 
elected since October, 1823. A consider- 
able increase is found in the receipts and 
expenditure ; and the circulation of reli- 
gious books has been greater than in any 
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former year. The whole number of books 
and tracts delivered from the society’s 
stores, between the audit in 1823 and the 
audit in 1824, amounted to 1,454,818, ex- 
ceeding the issue of last year by 54,107. 
The increase in the single article of Bibles 
was 5031; and in Common Prayer Books 
no less a number than 22,605.—The de- 
mand for the Family Bible* continues to 
increase. ‘Three editions, comprising to- 
gether 26,000 copies, have been printed — 
The rules and orders of the society have 
been revised during the past year. The 
form of recommending new members has 
been shortened ; and, whether the parties 
reside in London or in the country, the 
signature of a single member only is re- 

uired. Ladies are again admitted as an- 
nual subscribers, upon payment of the 
usual benefaction and subscription, with- 
out ballot, as was the ancient custom of 
the society. The annual report is, in fu- 
ture, to be laid before the general meeting 
of the society in the month of June. The 
house in Bartlett’s Buildings not affording 
sufficient accommodation for the general 
meetings, or for the society’s increasing 
business, a house in Lincoln’s-Inn Fields 
has been purchased, and is now occupied 
by the society.—The report next adverts 
to the appointment of two bishops for the 
West-Indies. ‘ While the duty,’ says the 
board, ‘ of communicating religious in- 
struction to the slaves was felt more irre- 
sistibly from day to day, the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge was con- 
vinced that no exertions could prove ex- 
tensively successful until the government 
led the way, by the formation of an en- 
larged and sufficient church establishment. 
An increasing sense of what is due to the 
temporal and spiritual welfare of the ne- 
groes, led to the adoption of the long-de- 
sired measures.’—A translation of the first 
Homily into modern Greek having been 
sent to the board by the Rev. Mr. Leeves, 
chaplain to the British factory at Odessa, 
who expressed an opinion, that the circu- 
lation of the Homily would be highly use- 
ful in some parts of the East, and the 
translation having been carefully examin- 
ed, the board resolved to print 5000 co- 
pies. These copies were forwarded to Mr. 
Leeves without delay.—Since the publica- 
tion of the former report, the society has 
been deprived of a zealous friend and 
most munificent benefactor, by the death 
of Archdeacon Owen. The fund of Cleri- 
cus, which was established by this bene- 
volent individual, for the suppiy of the 





* This is the Bible reprinted by the pub- 
lishers of the Christian Journal, under the su- 

erintendence of the Right Rev. Bishop Ho- 

rt. Its superior excellence is becoming every 
day more apparent. Copies may be had b 
applying, by letter or otherwise, to T. & J. 
Swords, No. 99 Pearl-street, New-York. 
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soldiers of the regular army on foreign 
stations with Common Prayer Books and 
religious tracts, amounted, previously to 
the decease of the founder, to 5,743/. stock, 
3 per cent. annuities: and the archdeacon 
bequeathed to the society the sum of 
3000/. to augment this fund. 

“* The foreign operations of the society 
are briefly as follows :—In Nova Scotia and 
Quebec the committees have succeeded in 
acquiring a pretty extensive sale for their 
books. In Bengal the designs of the so- 
ciety are prosecuted with activity and 
success. The Calcutta diocesan commit- 
tee had distributed during the year, 12,286 
books and tracts; in which number are 
included 445 Bibles, 1117 Prayer Books. 
A printing-press, and 1000/és. of English 
type, have been consigned to the Madras 
committee, for the use of the mission 
press at Vepery. The general information 
from this presidency is highly satisfactory. 
It was determined that a new mission 
church should be built at Vepery, and the 
congregation and schools had so rapidly 
increased, that it was found necessary to 
erect a building of much larger dimen- 
sions than had been originally contem- 
plated. The church will now be large 
enough to contain 1000 persons. The so- 
ciety’s books, it is stated, are in great de- 
mand in this part of India. In addition to 
those sent out from England, a supply is 
constantly issuing from the mission press 
at Vepery. During the last year, a large 
proportion of the Old Testament has been 

rinted in Tamul, and many school books 
in Tamul and English. A Tamul and Eng- 
lish Dictionary, compiled by the Rev. Mr. 
Haubroe, is now passing through the press. 
The number of scholars im the school at 
Vepery is 383, of whom 41 are heathen; 
pa 3 a new school has been opened. The 
Rev. Mr. Wright, the company’s chaplain 
at Trichinopoly, has instituted a small cir- 
culating library for the use of the soldiers, 
at his own expense.—The several schools 
under the — Education Society, and 
the regimental schools, are supplied with 
all the tracts used in the national system. 
The number of children in these schools 
may be estimated at about 1000. The 
committee have printed the ‘Chief Truths 
of the Christian Religion,’ in Mahrattee; 
and have agreed to print the history of 
Joseph in Persian, taken from Mr. Robin- 
son’s translation of the Book of Genesis. 
The series of the national schoel tracts, 
now completed both in Mahrattee and Gu- 
zerattee, are made great use of in many of 
the native schools, and a considerable 
number has been distributed by some of 
the missionaries.” 

From another publication we learn that 
the income of the society amounts to 
62,3872. 3s. 4d. exclusive of 4,720/. 18s. 10d. 
received specially for the East-India oe 
sion. ° 
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Episcopal Naval Chapel. 


On Sunday, the 28th of August, an 
apartment in one of the public buildings 
in the Navy-Yard, at this place, having 
been previously fitted up for the purpose, 
was opened as a naval chapel for this sta- 
tion. ‘The service in the Episcopal order 
was performed, and an appropriate sermon 
delivered, by the Rev. Cave Jones, chap- 
lain of the New-York station, and super- 
intendent of the Naval Seminary. The 
chapel was filled to overflowing, not only 
by the seamen and officers, but by others 
abe who were induced {6 attend. It was 
highly gratifying to witness the earnest 
and undeviating attention which was paid 
by the men, and the lively interest which 
many of them took in the worship. Indeed 
the service was conducted with as much 
regularity, and the responses made with 
as much readiness and correctness, as is 
usually met with in long established con- 

regations. The seamen were marched 

rom their several ships, preceded by the 
full band, the softer instruments of which 
were used to lead the church music, which 
gave a fine effect, and added very much to 
the beauty and strength of the psalmody. 

The chapel is fitted up in a plain style, 
furnished however with a very neat and 
appropriate desk, hung with mazarine 
blue tapestry. It is intended, however, we 
understand, only as a temporary establish- 
ment, and will, at no very distant period, 
it is expected, lead the way to the erect- 
ing of a proper building for public wor- 
ship, fitted at once to the dignity of the 
station and of the government, and for the 
solemnity of the service for which it is 
to be used.— Brooklyn (N.Y.) Star, 


ae ene 
Ordinations. 


On the 27th of June, in the church at 
Pequatannock, the Rev. Ashbel Steele, 
deacon, was admitted to the holy order 
of priests by the Right Rey. T. C. Brown- 
ell, bishop of the diocese of Connecticut. 

On the 24th of July, the Right Rev. Bi- 
shop White admitted to the holy order of 
deacons, at Philadciphia, Mr. James De- 
puy, a student of the Theological Semi- 
nary at Alexandria. 

On Sunday, the 2ist of August, in St. 
James’s church, Leesburg, Virginia, the 
Right Rev. Bishop Moore admitted Mr. 
Wm. F. Lee to the holy order of deacons. 

_—_——— , 
Obituary Notices. 

AxoTuer patriot of the revolution has 
descended into the grave. Major General 
Cuantes Coresworta PixrcKNEx is no 
more: he has gone down to the tomb “in 
a full age, like as a shock of corn cometh 
in, in his season,” to be “ rewarded ac- 
cording to his works.” He died in Charles- 
ton on the 16th of August, 1825, in the 
80th year of his age, and on the following 
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day, attended with civic and military ho-. 
nours, his remains were carried to St. Mi- 
chael’s church, where the funeral service 
being performed by the Right Rev. Bishop 
Bowen, they were interred in the cemetery 
of that church, the burial place of his 
fathers.—The ancestors of Gen. Pinckney 
were among the earliest settlers of the 
state ; one of them having arrived from 
England in April, 1692. His father was a 
highly respectable and religious man, the 
chief justice of the colony, and a member 
of the king’s council. The general was 
born in 1746, and when of sufficient age, 
was sent for his education to the Universi- 
ty of Oxford. Having finished his classical 
education with reputation, he studied law 
at the temple. He then went to France, 
passed a year at the University of Angers, 
and made the tour of Europe before he rey 
turned to his native state.—General Pinck- 
ney was not only a moral, but a religi- 
ous man, He was an Episcopalian from 
principle as well as education, and revered 
and cherished the distinctive characteris- 
tics of our church. But this regard for 
his own institutions did not lessen his 
respect for other denominations. He was 
president of the Bible Society of Charles- 
ton, since its first establishment, and was 
a member of several other religious and 
literary institutions. He had ‘or many 
years been a communicant of St. Philip’s 
church, and had frequently served it as a 
vestryman. He was amiable and courteous 
in his deportment, charitable, hospitabie, 
and benevolent; ever ready to relieve the 
wants of his fellow men, or to contribute 
to the advancement of useful public insti- 
tutions. It is known to the writer of this 
sketch, that it was his annual custom to 
lay aside for charitable and benevolent 
purposes, a certain portion of the incgme 
of his ample fortune, to which he relin- 
quished every personalclaim. The lecture 
tounded by his father, to be preached semi- 
annually in St. Philip’s church, was, from 
various causes, not carried into effect until 
1810, when it was established by Gen. P, 
and has since been regularly continued 
under the name of the Pinckneyan Lec- 
ture.* It may be truly said of Gen. P. that 


**he was a patriot without blemish, anda - 


man without reproach”? He has left be- 
hind him an unblemished reputation as a 
public man, and a private citizen; and so 
long as virtue, patriotism, and piety, shall 
be cherished, so long will the memory 
of Major General Cuarntes Cotrswortu 
Piycxwney, be loved and revered in South- 
Carolina.— Gospel Messenger. 

We insert with pleasure the following 
communicated obituary notice of a vener- 
able departed member of our church; 
who, for many years, served the pagish of 


* See Dalcho’s History of the Church of 
South-Carolina, pp. 179, 180. 
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Trinity church, in this city, with great 
fidelity, in the capacity of vestryman ; and 
until the infirmities of old age prevented, 
was a mostexemplary attendant on the ser- 
vices and ordinances of the sanctuary. 


On Thursday the 15th September, at the 
advanced age of $0 years, our highly re- 
spected feHow-citizen, and distinguished 
member of the church, Mr. Taomas Bar. 
now, left this transitory scene, for another 
and a better world ;—alike venerable in 
years and all Christian graces. Endeared 
to his family by the most unbounded affec- 
tion, exemplary life and conversation, and 
cheerfulness of disposition, the loss to 
them is severe indeed. 

Through a long and useful life, a man 
of unshaken integrity, with a mind well- 
informed, in manners a gentleman, in piety 
sincere and unaffected, with benevolence 
as diffusive as the light of the sun, the 
widow and the orphan can indeed testify 
to his worth; for he verily for many, many 
years, had been literally the father of the 
fatherless. 

From his long and great intercourse 
with the world, his acquaintance became 
most extensive; and it is certain no man 
could die with more friends who truly 
loved and respected him—and none with 
less enemies, for one cannot be found! 

Mr. Barrow was a rare instance of ex- 
treme old age, with constant cheerfulness 
of disposition, and relish for intellectual 
improvement. He retained his faculties, 
but little impaired, to the hour of his last 
illness: his vigour of body and mind as- 
tonished his relatives and friends; this was 
doubtless to be attributed to a uniform 
temperature of disposition in all things 
through the whole course of his life. 

A few days more, and the winters of 90 
years would have passed calmly by him; 
but he has gone! gone where there is no 
more death, no more sorrow, no more 
pain. 

His constant advice to his children and 
family was, practise whatsoever things 
are honest, are just, are pure, are lovely, 
are of good report, and the God of peace 
shall be with you. 

With equal cheerfulness we insert the 
following communication :— 


Died, August 16th, 1825, in Great Bar- 
rington, Massachusetts, of a long and dis- 
tressing illness, Miss Lyp1a AticeSpracvE, 
in the 2lst year of her age. In her health 
she exhibited so many amiable qualities 
and Christian virtues, as rendered her be- 


loved by all her acquaintance, and dear to 
her family and connexions. In her last 
distressing sickness, she was a rare ex- 
ample of meekness, patience, and Chris- 
tian resignation. Composed and tranquil 
when she perceived the awful moment of 
her dissolution approaching, she took an 
affectionate leave of her friends, and com- 
mended them to the consolations of that 
religion which through life had proved 
her comfort, and in the hour of death sus- 
tained her, and with a calm serenity and 
holy complacency, cheerfully and willingly 
resigned her gentle spirit into the hands 
of God who gave it. “Let me die the 
death of the righteous, and let my last 
end be like hers.” 


The Separation. 


Farewell—’ tis done—the solemn knell 
Breaks on the soul—her pealing sound, 
Convulsive throes of anguish tell 
How deep and painful is the wound. 
The vital current throbs no more, 
The mist of death pervades the eye; 
That sainted voice which charm’d before, 
Is sunk in speechless agony. 


The spirit drops this load of clay, 
And seeks on wings of faith to rise: 
Her guardian angel points the way, 
And seraphs tend her to the skies. 
—— 
For the Christian Journal. 
Isa. xxxv. 
Be strong, ye weak; ye faint, rejoice; 
Fear not; the Lord will hear your voice. 
For 40, the wilderness shall yield 
Harvests more fruitful than the field; 
On desert lands the rose’s bloom 
Shall fill the air with sweet perfume: 
From barren rocks soft streams shall flow, 
While springs refresh the vales below. 
The lame shall leap, from lameness free, 
The deaf shall hear, the blind shall see; 
The dumb with cheertul voices sing 
Loud thanks to God, their gracious King. 
Ransom’d from death, redeem’d from care, 
Praise shall employ our voices there, 
Where, grief and sorrow past away, 
Pure joy shall light eternal day. 
Y.N.M. 
—————— 


Calendar for November, 1825. 

1. All Saints. 

3- [Or such other day as may be appoint- 
ed by the civil authority] Thanks- 
giving-day. 

6. Twenty-third Sunday after Trinity. 
13. Twenty-fourth Sunday after Trinity 
20. Twenty-fifth Sunday after Trinity. 
27. Advent Sunday. 

30. St. Andrew the Apostle. 





To Correspondents——The account of St. Luke’s church, Rochester, is unavoidably laid over 
until our next number ; in which also we shall give place to Dr.J. Onderdonk’s inaugural address. 

As this sheet was printing off, a friend put into our hands the Universal Review for November, 
1824, containing an interesting yeview of the Sermons of Bishop Hobart, which, notwithstanding 
the article from the Quarterly Theological Review, inserted in our number for June last, is, in 
our estimation, of sufficient importance to claim a place in our Journal for November. 
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